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Mike must mediate, but instead 
he reprimands Memeseko for his 
misunderstandings.

Memeseko is also introduced to 
Mike’s fiancee, a model named 
Charlotte. She doesn’t take too well Hannan gives -------oc is uiu nuku H«... ___ _’-2 — **••- ~»t tnmnfnin. 2 1/2 bananas. The rating is PG for

cultures clash, Malika. Predictably, Charlotte soon some V1U1C1IW UKV.
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’Subscriber number
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Dr. Laura Schlosslnger
5 p.m.—6 p.m., “Late after­
noons" with Mike Schlkman
(WSVA 550 simulcast)
6 p.m.—9 p.m., Tom Loykls
9 p.m.—10 p.m., Larry King Llvo
10 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Claus? Well, Jungle 2 Jungle is the 
same shtick only set in New York 
City during the summer. It has the 
same director, John Pasquin, and the 
same actor, Allen, and the same 
story, a father who learns the true 
meaning of fatherhood.

Work-alcoholic Michael Crom­
well played by Allen flies down to 
Leebo Leebo to secure his divorce 
papers from a wife who left him 13 
years earlier. There Michael learns 
about a son he never know he had 
(surprise, surprise). And what a 
surprise it is when Baboon, 
Mike’s Leebo Leebo name — an 
appropriate name for Allen, 
movie or not — must take 
Memeseko, his son, to the Ameri­
can jungle: New York City.

Taking Memeseko to New York 
is the easy part, teaching him to 
live in New York is the hard part. 
When the two
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Allen 9s Jungle 2 Jungle same shtic
Remember Tim Allen’s The Santa [Jaggag becomes

Banana

_

ick as usual 
becomes irritated with Mike and 
begins to distance herself from him. 
Allen is funny in this movie, but a 
lot of the comedy comes from 
Mike’s associate Richard, played 
by Martin Short. Allen gives his 
usual performance which can be 
seen practically everyday on the 
small screen’s now-syndicated 
sitcom Home Improvement.

Jungle 2 Jungle is not slapstick 
funny, but it’s funny enough to 
keep the audience watching. One 
of the funnier scenes comes when 
Mike accidentally puts Charlotte’s 
cat. Cocoa, to sleep with a dart gun. 
Kids will probably enjoy this 
movie. Tim Allen fans will also en­
joy it, although if you’re neither a 
kid nor a Home Improvement afi­
cionado, you may want to con­
sider another movie.

Hannah gives Jungle 2 Jungle
— - -•—;.or.fnr---------- . / j/z oaiiaiida. iiiv »«*•••© — 

to Memeseko or his pet tarantula. violence and language. —
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In the Valley

cursions take her as far away as 
Waynesboro. She and her crew of 
five or six ladies have never been 
stranded along the roadside due 
to car troubles, nor have they been 
surprised by difficult driving situ­
ations related to bad weather. The 
only thing that has ever hindered 
Neil from driving has been a recent 
break-in at her home. She plans to 
curtail some ofher evening outings 
ut
Neil makes it a point to keep her 

~.1„ cl..

her own oil regularly, insures that
gusta Country. Mild pre-spring 
days brought a lot of these folks 
out with their dogs to enjoy the 
good weather.

Betty Smith, top left, was enjoy­
ing a walk through Gypsy Hill Park 
in Staunton when Nancy found her 
and her canine walking partners, 
"Petey" and “Ouisi,” pronounced

Photo by Penny Plemmons

about church, and about old 
times,” she says. Neil’s formula for 
life is captured in the lyrics of her 
favorite song, “Do For Others." 
The chorus goes: “Others, Lord, 
Yes Others, Let this my motto be. 
Help me to live for others, that I 
may live like Thee." —

Located on Route 250, 
12 miles west of Staunton 

M0m7-W00_________________ 1-600-6914142

her windshield wipers 
are in good condition, 
and always keeps 
plenty of gas in the 
tank. “There are some 
things a body can do 
for themselves," Neil 
quipped.

Recently, she heard 
a "pecking" noise un­
der the hood. She made 
a stop by Daniel’s Ga­
rage in Craigsville and

Craigsville9

Staunton. And. according to Neil, 
they hated to see Woolworth’s, one 
of their favorite places to shop, go 
out of business.

Neil states that she and the gals, 
“don’t have any boyfriends” to 
squabble over. "We just enjoy 
each other’s company, talking

“weesie.” Betty says Petey is a 
year-old. She identifies his breed­
ing as “anybody’s guess.” Ouisi, 
16, is half golden retriever and 
half Newfoundland. Despite her 
advancing years, Ouisi still 
makes it around the park once a 
day with Betty.

“Chico.” a four-month-old Pome­
ranian pictured top right, was ac­
companying Jonathan Payne of 
Staunton through Gypsy Hill when 
Nancy encountered them. 
Jonathan said he loves Chico be­
cause he’s cute and doesn’t shed.

In the lower right comer, Robin 
Culver, left, and Diana Young also 
were enjoying a day at Gypsy Hill 
when Nancy found them. Each of 
these women has three dogs, but 
on this particular day, Robin was 
accompanied by her 10-year-old 
beagle, “Becky," and Diana was 
escorted by her two-year-old whip­
pet, "Salome." Both Robin and 
Diana live in Crimora.

"I love my dogs, because they’re

Cornelia “Neil" Johnson and passenger, Edna Buchanan, both of 
Craigsville, prepare to hit the road. Mrs. Johnson serves as “chauf­
feur" to many western Augusta County residents who do not have 
transportation of their own.

learned that the Chrysler needed a 
new engine. Leaving the car at the 
garage didn’t slow Neil down. She 
borrowed a car from her daugh­
ter, and the Roadrunners have 
kept on running.

The Roadrunners routinely pa­
tronize favorite eateries such as 
Hardees and McDonalds in

good companions and love you no 
matter what," Robin said.

“They’re my best friends and are 
good for your health," proclaimed 
Diana.

In the lower left comer is Gloria 
Shook of Waynesboro. Her dog is 
called “Dahli” and is a 7-year-old 
Lhasa Apso.

And last, but not least, in the 
center of the page is J.C. Wolfe and 
his Great Dane, "Mischief.” It was 
Mischief who caught Nancy's eye 
in this instance when she spotted 
the sizable dog sticking out the 
back of a utility vehicle parked at a 
business on Barterbrook Road. 
After inquiring inside, Nancy 
learned the dog belonged to Wolfe 
who is a dentist. He obliged 
Nancy’s request to have his 
photo taken with Mischief. The 
photo was taken while Wolfe 
was still wearing his surgical 
scrubs. I guess that makes him a 
“Wolfe in doc’s clothes.” Oooo, 
bad one.

Thanks to each of these folks and 
their canine companions for posing 
for Augusta Country's camera. —

PfemtaSo
Yow Home Grown Bamk
Serving Staunton, Waynesboro, Augusta and Rockingham Counties.
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and more

By PENNY PLEMMONS

CRAIGSVILLE — Cornelia 
"Neil" Johnson of Craigsville 
laughingly claims she “ran the 
wheels off her Dodge providing 
transportation for Craigsville’s se­
niors. She has retired the old worn 
out Dodge and suspects that her 
current car, a 1987 black Chrysler, 
is headed toward the same fate. “I 
love to drive, and I love people,” 
80-year-old Neil said. Prior to Neil’s 
“taxi" service, an active senior citi­
zen group in Craigsville provided 
transportation for those who were 
unable to drive. As the years 
passed, the group dwindled in 
membership and finally disbanded round, day or night. She travels to 
leaving some of the group without Staunton almost daily, and her ex- 
a Way to "get around ” nircinnc tnk#* hpr ac far nuinv nc

Neil was already accustomed to 
doing the lion’s share of driving 
for her husband, Ernest.

“I always drove so that Ernest 
could look around and view the 
scenery," she chuckled. After 
Ernest passed away, it was only 
natural for Neil to continue driving 
and to use it as a means to help 
friends and neighbors.

Neil has been at it for the last 15 
years. She and her regular riders 
have become such a familiar sight 
on the local byways that the com-

Remedy 
qmetimes ti-ie Best Medicine is a Home Rewedy. 
There are some things for which you cannot write 
a prescription. Like the sympathetic ear of a caring 

professional treating you in your own home. At 
Augusta Homa Care we offer the following services:

Skilled Nursing 
i ’ • '

Home Health Assistants
■■ 1 ri ’ '

Social Work- ' 
. . »

Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy

t Speech Therapy 

Augusta Home Care 
446 Commerce Square, Staunton 

332-4900,9324900 or toll free 1-800-5434789 
ACC^A Division of AHC

roIUm9 dowm One Ihiglhway 
munily has fondly nicknamed them 
“The Roadrunners.”

Neil’s chauffeuring provides 
such necessary senior services as 
taking the sick to the doctor, visit­
ing the grocery store, the mall and 
Wal-Mart. There is always a seat 
available for anyone who wants to 
attend Sunday morning church 
services or midweek prayer meet­
ing. The Roadrunners also take time 
to visit local shut-ins and area 
nursing homes.

Lillian Swisher, a rider for the last 
five or so years, stated: “Neil is a 
wonderful person. I don’t know 
what I’d do without her.”

Neil gets behind the wheel year

Staff writer Nancy Sorrells spent 
some time roaming around the com­
munity t0 8et Photographs of 

mtil the burglars are apprehended. people and their dogs who are fea- 
Jeil makes it a noint to keen her tureo on this month s cover of Au-

car in good condition. She checks
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seedlings to landowners every
Photos by Nancy Sorrells
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in the spring," Frazier said. Not all

two-year-old seedlings have estab­
lished a little better root system

Arbor Day 
is April 26

mination rate, and there is a bit of 
irony in the most difficult species, 
according to Frazier. "Red cedar. It 
grows like wild in the fields, but for 
some reason we have had a little

4 Augusta Country, April 1997
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pines, there is a seed orchard — 
a stand of trees delimbed except 
for a cluster of limbs at the top of 
each tree. These limbs droop 
heavy with cones.

“To pick the seed,

have, and pick the cones by hand

Thomas Frazier, co-manager of the State Forestry Center 
in Crimora, checks some white pine seedlings ready to 
be harvested.

/ja.

By NANCY SORRELLS
CRIMORA—Once when I was 

small, I had this idea that I would 
count to a million. Every night as I 
lay down to sleep, I would chip 
away at it, counting until I got 
drowsy. Although this went on for 
many nights, I never even got close 
to my goal. Thus, knowing how 
large a million is, it boggles my mind 
that the State Forestry Center at 
Crimora, one of three in Virginia,

and most of us were still searching 
for signs of spring, the crew at 
Crimora was hard at their spring 
work, removing trees from the 
ground, counting, labeling and 
bundling them for shipment all over 
the stale. On this day alone. 80.000- 
100.000 trees would be packaged 

and moved into the cold storage 
room (that holds a mere 2 million 
trees) to await shipment.

As part of the Virginia Depart­
ment of Forestry, this site is one of 
three centers designed to produce 
trees that are well adapted to Vir­
ginia soils and climate. The 
Crimora nursery is officially 
known as the Augusta Forestry 
Center, while the other two are 
New Kent Forestry Center, near 
Richmond, and Garland Gray For­
estry Center near Courtland. 
Combined, the three cover more 
than 1,200 acres and produce 38 
million seedlings annually.

According to Frazier, the Au­
gusta center specializes in hard­
woods, but also has quite a few 
conifers, mostly white pine and 
Norway spruce. “We grow about 
40 different species here," he ex­
plained as he drove his truck 
through the fields lined with rows 
of miniature trees. 
Each species, when 
crowded together 
by the thousands, 
painted a different 
picture, some with 
barks of gray, others 
red. Some still had the brown shriv-

Lifting the trees from the ground 
is a task that has become easier in

“Cleaning up after floods is 
worse,” he said as he drove along 
the river that is both a boon and a 
bane to the nursery. “Since 1969 
we have had seven major floods. 
We were kinda fortunate with 
Fran, although we lost some fields 
that we had just fumigated, we 
didn’t lose a lot of trees, and there 
wasn’t much silting. But the Janu­
ary ’96 flood caused a lot of dam­
age,” he explained.

He pointed out that the center 
was entirely self-supporting so 
that heavy flood damage can cut 
into the operating budget. “If the 
trees don’t come up, we don’t 
make any money," Frazier noted. 
“The cost of the trees runs this 
place. The electric bill, salaries, 
chemicals, everything, comes 
from the sales. We raise a few 
trees for private nurseries, but 
mostly we sell the trees at cost 
and are self-supporting. The tree 
sales support us and we gener­
ate our own funds.”

Through those sales, Virginia 
landowners have the opportunity 
to purchase large quantities of qual­
ity seedlings at affordable prices.

“You can order 25 to however many 
thousand you want and have them 
shipped by UPS. Two thousand 
orders through UPS leave here ev­
ery year. We just shipped an order 
to southwest Virginia for 300,000 
trees,” the nurseryman said.

When talking to Frazier, one can 
sense a certain amount of pride in 
the work that goes on at the Au­
gusta center. Trees that don’t meet 
the height standards listed in the 
seedling catalog, for instance, are 
pulled and never sold. Men spend 
hours sifting through pine 
seeds to get the best grade pos­
sible in order to ensure the trees 
are the best from the start. That 
pride comes through when 
Frazier explains the part of his 
job that he likes the best: "The 
feeling of getting those trees 
lifted and providing a service to 
the public — of getting them a 
good quality product,” he said.

Seedlings and seed are 
shipped until late April of each 
year. For a copy of the catalog 
write Augusta Forestry Center, 
P.O. Box 160, Crimora, Va. 24431 
or call 540/363-7000. —

green of the pines stood out on 
the winter fields.

Trees shipped out each year are 
two-year-old seedlings, which 
were germinated, planted and __________
grown at the Crimora facility.‘The trouble getting our germination 

„i.i i--------- -u rate Up on j^, no[e(j

Working at the center is a year-

Jim Gering 
holds a handful 
of top grade

row tree harvester that unearths 
the trees and shakes off the dirt. 
The machine has to be adjusted for 
different species because of the 
variance in root structures, but on 

a good day it can lift 200,000 
white pine trees.

“At one time the pine tree 
was my favorite tree, because 
the hardwoods were harder to 
lift and manage, but now the 

hardwoods are just about 
as easy to manage with 

the machinery that’s 
been developed,” 
Frazier said. “Any- 

; way. I kinda like deal­
ing with so many 
different species.”

In addition to lift­
ing and shipping 
trees and separat­

ing seeds and plant­
ing. there are many 

other seasonal activi­
ties. “In the summer we 
have to put out irrigation 

pipes — the water comes 
from the South River—and 
we have to get the fields 
ready and put a cover crop 
on the fields where we took 
trees. We use fields in a 
two-year rotation. The fall 
is when we plant, and pick 
seed. We also raise rye 

straw that we mulch with.” He 
added that there is also spraying, 
weeding and field fumigation that 
takes up much of their time.

Frazier has been full-time at the 
center for 24 years and worked there 
another five years as a part-time 
summer hire. "I didn’t care much for 
factory work,” he says of the short 
stint he spent in another line of work. 
But, although he enjoys being out­
side and likes the variety, there are a 
few parts of his job that he doesn’t 
care for too much.

“I don’t like pulling weeds!" 
Frazier admitted. "In the hardwoods 
we have to do it pretty much by 
hand. The conifers can be con­
trolled by spray, but that hasn’t 
been gotten down to a science yet 
for the hardwoods."

Frazier thought on his answer for 
a little while, and then opined that 
there was one task that he liked 
even less than pulling weeds.

be “pretty hot and dirty." That pine 
— .J I I'1. M.SIIZ FV t

center where it is extracted from the recent years with the use of a four- 
cones. Then it returns to Crimora 
where the top-grade viable seed is

i me­
dium seed as well as from seed cov­
erings, dirt and even stones that 
work their way into the batch.
A gravity-operated sepa­
rating machine, located in 
the seed building, forces 
air under the seeds to aid

Although it was late February the separation process.
• ......  r___ ____  ..:n _____

by forestry center in Crimora
than the year-old trees,” Frazier 
explained. Sixty to 70 percent of 
the seed for the trees is also co! — r--------- *
lected on the property. For white spring, the nursery has had a grea 

. . . , j__i__ _ iTiifk oroivc frnm tht*

prison system. On the day of 
.:»•» ,uprp nPw»itf 10 men

in the field digging up trees for 
shipping, and 30 more in the build- 

...v we get lift ing counting, grading, bundling and 
trucks like the power companies labeling trees. Not a particularly easy 

 _ !__ J task, according to Frazier, because 
in September," Frazier explained, the dormant trees have to be prop­

ships between 7 and 10 MILLION adding that this is a job which can 
seedlings to landowners every t: 
spring. Those millions of trees, seed is processed at the New Kent 
grown right in Augusta County 1 '
soil, and germinated from Virginia 
seed, areas suited to growth in the . „
Old Dominion as any trees you will separated from the small and 
find anywhere. Recently Thomas j: ' *"f"“” ‘?"'1
Frazier, who manages the Crimora 
nursery with Larry Estes, took time 
out from his busy schedule to 
show me around the 189-acre cen­
ter that has been in the tree busi­
ness since 1966.

APril 12,10 a.m.

April 13,2 p.m., Patio ponds
We II show you how to create a water garden 

without digging a hole.
Emphasis will be placed on starring your pond up for the season.
•Personal Attention .Free c Avai,ab,e

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

°nu>Old<W^.£o2^

I J

Springdale--------------
'^■te1' Gardens

\ I'Ll / ) Virginia's Premier Grower of 
)L/Z— Water Lilies and Bog Plants 

1-800-420-LILY
FREE SEMINARS:

This spring, the 
crew at Crimora, 
will run 11,000 .
pounds of the I 
seeds sent from I 
New Kent 
through the / I 
machine. / 
When they are I 41 
finished, they \ 
might have 100 \
pounds of large 
grade, top quality 
seed to plant, but 
that seed pro- , 
duces germination ‘ 
rates of at least 98 
percent. Because the 
fall pine seed crop 
was good, extra 
cones were picked, pine tree seeds 
and the surplus seed produced atCri- 
will be stored in the mora’s State 
cold storage center Forestry Center, 
for possible use next 
year if the trees in the orchard pro­
duce fewer cones.

Hardwood seeds, like those from 
oaks and maples, are treated differ­
ently. They are floated in water, and 
those that come to the surface are 
scooped off and discarded. Depend­
ing on the species, seeds are planted 

at different times 
of the year.

"Seventy-five 
percent of the 
crop is seeded in 
the fall, and the 
other 25 percent

. _.l
eled leaves of last year, while the the seeds produce a 98 percent ger- 
PrdPfl nt thp ninr*e ctnnrl r»nt minntinn mtj

round job for 10-15 full and part- 
v.w...time state employees, but during 
also col- the peak labor periods, like in the

deal of success with crews from the 
state p—
my visit, there were about 10 men
out i ’ " r~~
si the build-
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in mind what is overhead, like to^J]e c'tY s, 
powerlines, and what underground 
services there are as well,” Jones 
said in describing the steps one 
needs to go through when adding 
trees to your property. “You have 
to look at the particular situations 
and see what you want the tree to 
do. If you want shade from the sum­
mer sun, then you plant a decidu­
ous tree in the southwest comer of 
your property. If you want a wind­
break, then you look at where the 
prevailing winds are coming from 
and decide what trees you want.”

Aesthetics also play a large part 
in the use of trees in landscaping, 
he added. “Trees increase the 
property value. A well-landscaped 
house sells better. Trees also in­
crease the wildlife habitat by add­
ing cover and food.”

Another important rule to keep 
in mind is to plant a tree in an envi­
ronment where it will thrive. ‘TreesStaunton 

Metal

assembly picked the American fox­
hound as the state dog because, 
“George Washington... imported 
fox hounds into this State for hunt­
ing purposes and all fox hounds 
are descendants of these dogs.”

The dogwood has a lengthy his­
tory in Virginia, and was already a 
long-time native when the first set­
tlers arrived. It is found throughout 
the state and usually grows from 15 
to 30 feet in height with a trunk 6 to 
12 inches in diameter. The wood 
was once prized for small wooden 
utensils and tools and was in great 
demand for parts in textile mills. Its 
white or pink blooms in the spring
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Dwayne Jones, Waynesboro city horticulturist, checks a 
branch on a tree which is part of the city’s landscape.

Photo by Nancy Sorrells 

tree, you have to get the right tree 
for the right place. There are many

By NANCY SORRELLS

Isn’t it ironic in this Augusta 
Country issue that features both 
trees and dogs, that perhaps the 
most important tree in Virginia is 
the DOGWOOD tree and that the 
Old Dominion has its own offi­
cial state dog?

Dogwood, or Comus florida, is 
both the Virginia state tree and the 
state flower.

In 1918 the Virginia General As­
sembly chose dogwood as the 
state tree in order to “foster a feel­
ing of pride in our State and stimu­
late an interest in the history and

enough trees through a variety of 

status of a ‘Tree City USA.”
“The program started with tree 

plantings in the median strips, and 
then the citizens said, ‘We need to 
maintain these trees.’ It has really 
blossomed from there, and the citi­
zens have embraced the whole pro­
gram," he explained.

Jones, who holds a degree in 
landscape design and horticulture, 
came to Waynesboro after eight 
years of internships and job expe­
rience at some of the country’s best 
gardens. The field was an obvious 
choice for Jones who said his grand­
mother raises day lilies (and even 
named a new variety for him) and 
his father is in the landscape busi­
ness. Although trees are just one 
part of the versatile work in which 
Jones is engaged, he says that trees 
anchor any landscape design. "Our 
department's motto is 'Planting for 
a better tomorrow,” he explained. 
“When you plant small trees, you 
can come back in 10,15 or 20 years 
and take a look at them."

One of the most enjoyable parts 
of his job, he added, is helping 
educate Waynesboro’s citizens 
about landscape design, includ­
ing the what, where, when and 
how about tree planting.

“When you decide you want a

traditions of the Commonwealth." 
The honor of being chosen as the 

state flower did not occur until 1956 
when the as­
sembly noted 
that the dog­
wood "is well 
distributed 
throughout the 
Common- 
wealth and its 
beauty is sym­
bolic of the 
many attractive 

features of this State.”
While we’re on the subject of 

emblems and Virginia, in 1966 the

people,” he said.
Just as trees anchor any good 

landscape plan, they also serve as 
an anchor in Jones’ love of the 
botanical world. “It’s a passion for 
me,” he said. “It is something 1 do 
as a profession and at home. I can’t 
get away from it.” —

Tree planting 
project marks 
Waynesboro’s 
birthday
By NANCYSORRELLS

WAYNESBORO—The City 
of Waynesboro would like to join 
with its citizens to celebrate 
Waynesboro’s bicentennial in a 
special way — by planting 200 
new trees.

“The city is planting 100 trees 
over 1997, and we are asking the 
citizens to match that. One hun­
dred trees on public land and 100 
on private land for 200 trees that 
mark 200 years," Dwayne Jones, 
city horticulturist, explained of 
the idea which will be officially 
launched around Arbor Day.

Citizens who plant trees — 
and these should be at least 4 
to 5 foot trees — should call 
the parks and recreation depart­
ment and let the city know. The 
type of tree and its location will 
be recorded and a certificate will 
be awarded. "We initially 
thought that we would plant a 
tree as a memorial for the bicen­
tennial. But then we thought 
‘Hey, why not plant 200 trees!' 
Then when the city turns 250, 
everyone can look back at those 
trees and also read what was 
written down about their plant­
ing. It’s a neat take on the whole 
bicentennial," he said.

Jones noted that the city 
will be distributing brochures 
and posters to publicize the 
tree planting project. His de­
partment is, as always, also 
available for advice on tree 
planting and care. For infor­
mation call 942-6735. —

seen blights like those that struck 
elms and chestnuts earlier in the 
century will not be so devastating 

•■■■ *:“ ’s tree population.
The city’s horticultural staff is 

working on a tree inventory of the 
entire city which includes listing 
tree varieties, planting dates and 
health status of the tree. Many of 
the trees are in the city’s parks. 
Those who want to see a little dif­
ferent twist on trees might want to 
head over to Constitution Park on 
the South River. Here Jones is work- 
ing to complete labeling on the 
many shrubs and trees. The differ­
ent twist at this park is because 
many of the trees are “famous and 
historic” meaning they are direct 
descendants of trees which were 
planted or owned by famous Ameri­
cans. For instance, a tulip poplar 
was grown from the seed of a pop­
lar which still stands at Monticello 
and was there when Thomas 
Jefferson walked the grounds.

Jones encourages anyone to 
  look closely at the city’s landscap- 

are genetically programmed forcer- an^ca" they have any ques- 
tain conditions, and they will re- l‘ons or nee<* information for their 
spond for you i f you plant them in own property. “The best part of the
those conditions. For instance, if a j°b *s when someone calls. The 

excitement part is educating

hard pressed to find a tree he 
doesn’t like. He finds it equally dif­
ficult to choose his favorite tree. 
Trouble is, he likes them all.

“Thai’s like asking me if I have a 
favorite color,” he said. "Actually 
I have a series of favorite trees. The 
ginkgo is one of them. It is classi­
fied as a living fossil, because it is 
so old. And its fall color is so nice. 
Its color only lasts a week, but it 
evokes a great deal of emotion be­
cause it is so beautiful,” he said.

The ginkgo comes from the Far 
East. A bit closer to home on his 
"favorite" list is the sourwood, a 
native to Virginia.

“Sourwood is a multi-season 
plant. It has good blooms and 
good fall color," Jones explained.

The newest species on his list is 
Acer trijlorum, the three-flowered   
maple. This maple is the subject of grant programs that it can claim the 
several journal articles that Jones - — ~
is writing and is a tree new to the 
landscape scene. “You think of the 
genus maple and are surprised to 
discover a relatively unknown spe­
cies of maple. It is a smaller tree, 25 
to 30 feet when mature, and will fit 
most landscapes. It grows equally 
well in almost full shade and full 
sun, and it has no pest or disease 
problems. And because I am a big 
fan of ornamental bark, I love its 
fantastic peeling brown bark which 
reveals orange white underneath,” 
he said in describing this award­
winningmaple.

As the city horticulturist, Jones 
and his staff of one full-time and 
two part-time employees are re­
sponsible for more than just trees. 
Their work includes everything in 
the city that is green from flower 
boxes to the turf on the soccer fields. 
Jones’ position was created in the 
1980s when Waynesboro created an 
active beautification program. As 
part of that work, the city has added 
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those conditions. For instance, if a 
tree is native to a wet area, plant it

| Dogs and trees are part off Virginia’s history 
and its bright red berries in the fall 
are part of the state’s landscape.

Despite what the Virginia assem­
bly said in 1966, the roots of the 
American hound, although truly 
American, do not go back exclu­
sively to George Washington. In 
1650, English fox hounds were im­
ported by Robert Brooke. More 
than 100 years later, the descen­
dants of those dogs were crossed 
with French hounds sent by Gen­
eral Marquis de Lafayette to 
George Washington. The result 
was a truly American breed that is 
lighter-boned and lighter in weight 
than English foxhounds. —

Waynesboro horticulturist finds he’s hooked on trees 
Y - ---- ~ -■ ] in a wet area,” he explained. Jones
? — 3u __7_ ~ - - 7, • tries to keep all of these rules in mind
- - -r- - when planting trees in the city. "We

2. ^^ strive to use the best adapted plants 
1 • t0 our pjjrticyjar climate with an

emphasis on something a little un­
usual,” he explained. Which is why 
in the winter you may see a cluster 
of leafless shrubs that stand out 
from the dull January scenery be­
cause of their striking yellow bark. 
This particular variety of dogwood 
was chosen, according to Jones, for 
its year-round visual appeal.

In creating Waynesboro’s urban 
forest, which Jones describes as 
the interface between urban dwell­
ers and plants in urban situations 
like sidewalks, medians, under 

’ powerlines and in parks, he is less- 
 ;Kts 

of people on the environment. “Ur­
ban forests will alleviate problems 
like urban heat and pollution," he 
explained. And in order to maintain 
the healthiest urban forest possible, 
 he strives for a diversity of species 

things you have to keep in mind, throughout the city so that unfore- 
Among those things are the ma- *' ' ‘ ‘ ’
ture size of the tree — its eventual 
size and spread. You have to keep
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stands just bshind the house is remembered

The original Staunton plat reveals the signature of “Tho­
mas Lewis, Surveyor” in the bottom right hand corner.

dents that an active government 
could be established and official 
positions could be filled.

So, at the age of 27, Thomas 
Lewis became a magistrate and sat

I

all through surveying. George 
Washington began his public ca­
reer as a surveyor. The fathers of 
Thomas Jefferson and Patrick 
Henry were also surveyors.

Perhaps no surveying dynasty 
created by a Virginia surveyor was 
more influential and powerful than 
that which was created by Thomas

1310 Churchvue Ave., Staunton 
K5-9784'Mfi9fiS5r,9-1 

easier to swallow"

n-

I 
The federal farmhouse that stands on s' ' ; '■■■■'.:  
Lynnwood today was not built until 1809, in family story to have been the house lived

was, 
first 100 years of the colony.

Frontier surveyors, then were 
essentially in positions of great 
power and became “junior part­
ners” of the big land speculators 
like Lord Fairfax and William 
Beverley who set up headquarters 
in Virginia. Having wormed their 
way into the well-heeled circles of 
the speculators, surveyors could 
move up the social ladder, become county surveyor 
gentleman of some means and ere- f:.“iBctctccr'.,
ate their own regional dynasties and finally in Montgomery County 

where he died in 1783.
Just how closely these survey­

ors were bound by “complex ties 
of family and of friendship" ac­
cording to Hughes is seen when 
Preston was recommended for the 
newly formed job of Botetourt sur­
veyor. Who recommended him? His 

See LEWIS, page 23

Lewis, Surveyor” in the bottom right hand corner.

are an important part of land sur­
veying and with literally millions 
of acres of new land waiting to be 
surveyed, divided up, and sold for 
a profit, Lewis was standing on the 
edge of a gold mine.

Lewis was quite a young man 
when he first appeared in the pub­
lic eye. As a 21-year-old, he and 
his 19-year-old brother Andrew 
became the western partners with 
three eastern Virginia gentleman in 
a land company that had rights to 
30,000 acres along the Cowpasture 
River in Bath County. As a 24-year- 
old in 1742, he became Clerk of 
the Courts Martial of the newly 
formed Augusta County. By 1744 
he was appointed the surveyor 
of Orange County, but never ac­
cepted the office, because in 1745 
Augusta County, which had been

tools

probably by Thomas Lewis’ son, Charles. A in by Thomas Lewis and his family, 
small frame story-and-a-half house which

...
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Your Neighborhood Pharmacist 
is a Valued Resource!

V/e make it a point to know all our cus­
tomers v/ell, so we can provide personal 
service in a way the mega-stores can’t 
match. We even provide a 10% discount 
to seniors and children just to show how 
much we care! Come in and see the 
Gypsy Hill Pharmacy difference!

Gypsy Hill Pharmacy ~
."Where the

trate until the American Revolution. 
More importantly, however, Lewis 
was appointed Augusta County s 
first surveyor. Arey describes the 
appointment this way: “Lewis was 
thus thrown immediately into one 
of the highest and most influential 
local positions attainable.

The job of county surveyor was 
an exalted one on the land-rich fron­
tier. Lewis was responsible for mea­
suring and helping distribute the 
unsettled lands of an immense, 
beckoning expanse of land. In 
theory, the land that Lewis was to 
survey reached to the Mississippi 
River or even to the Pacific be­
cause Augusta County’s western 
boundary was loosely described as 
being all the land claimed by the 
English crown.

With such a jewel dangling in nasty is as dizzying as it is reveal­
front of them. thecolonvofVirpinin inp. Thnmnc T ,,nAu r—

stance was William Lynn, a specu­
lator who had come from Ireland to 
Fredericksburg in the l720s.Lewis‘ 
father, John, was closely involved 
with William Beverley whose land 
grant eventually encompassed 

_o  most of present-day Augusta 
veyor in charge of it, Lewis was in County and all of Staunton.
the thick of things. The statistics of In the early years of settlement, 
this land rush speak for themselves, county surveyors worked unceas- 
Between 1728 and 1748 more land ingly to get tracts of land measured 

patented in Virginia than in the and mapped. The need for assts- 
‘ - ■ ■ tants was pressing. Thomas Lewis

most famous prodigy was his 
cousin William Preston who was 
11 years younger than his cousin 
and worked under him from 1751- 
1769. Preston’s uncle was the early 
Valley speculator James Patton. 
Once huge hunks of land began 
being carved off of Augusta 
County, Preston was appointed 
county surveyor in his own right, 
first in Botetourt, then in Fincastle

" I

Lewis. But all of the frontier sur­
veyors together put a special twist 
on the position from which they 
ruled. Historian Sarah Hughes, au­
thor of “Surveyors and States­
men,” calls the group “Valley Im­
migrant Surveyors.” They were all 
men who were bom in another coun­
try, usually Ireland, and made their 
mark on the land and politics of the 
frontier. Despite their immigration 
status, they did not move to 
America as lowly indentured ser­
vants. They came from good circles, 
were connected through family and 
friends to prominent and influential 
speculators and thus used their 
surveyor status to advance even 
closer to the top of society. They 
further used the dynasty they cre­
ated to insure the future success of 
their understudies.

A roll call of Thomas Lewis’ dy- 

front of them, the colony of Virginia ing. Thomas Lewis’ uncle, for in-
was ripe for land speculators — 
well-heeled men looking to make 
money by acquiring land and then 
reselling it to settlers who they con­
vinced to come live on the new ex­
panse. This land boom was evident 
in Augusta County and as the sur-

the thick of things. The statistics of

By NANCY SORRELLS 

Family legend remembers that he 
was so near-sighted he could not 
distinguish an Indian from a settler 
at 20 yards. But Thomas Lewis, per­
haps the least renowned of the 
Lewis family who settled Slaunlon 
and its surrounding area, proved 
that in lite long run, the quill pen

Hiram Arey, who has been fea­
tured in Augusta Country, has

area. In 1933 while pursuing a mas­
ters degree at the University of Vir­
ginia, Arey gathered a great deal | 
of information on Thomas Lewis 
as part of his thesis titled ‘The 
Public Career of Thomas Lewis."

As Staunton celebrates its 250th 
birthday, further examination of 
Thomas Lewis as an unsung hero 
of the frontier is important, if for 
no other reason than the fact that 
a close look at the original Staunton 
plat reveals the signature of‘Tho­
mas Lewis, Surveyor" in the bot­
tom right-hand comer.

In his thesis introduction, Arey 
noted that "Thomas Lewis was not 
a glamorous character, but typical 
of a group of leaders who though 
not widely known today, were im­
portant factors in the early life of 
our State and Nation."

This Lewis, the eldest child of John 
and Margaret (Lynn) Lewis, was 
about 12 years old when his family 
immigrated from County Donegal in 
the north of Ireland and became one 
of the first white families in Augusta 
County. The fads surrounding the 
family’s flight from Ireland are 
shrouded in a mythology that 
speaks of John Lewis “slaying the 
Irish Lord,” apparently a reference 
to a dispute with a landlord.

Whatever the reason for the 
move, f 
wound up settling on the creek

' i '‘7^

Thomas Lewis tamedl tamd wLL swW® 1<<U<<<C1O 2-^ on the first Augusta County court Lev
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was indeed mightier than the sword. . •

Hiram Arey, who has been fea- fj
lured in Augusta Country, has i 
been a long-time historian of the •

that was eventually named for 
them, Lewis Creek, and built a 
house on the outskirts of 
present-day Staunton.

John Lewis and his six children, 
five of whom were bom in Ireland, 
were important leaders in the fron­
tier community. Contrary to popu­
lar belief, though, even then this 
sparsely-settled region, was not 
isolated from the rest of the world. 
The men who came here had sev­
eral things on their minds, but it all 
boiled down to making money. 
They wanted to make money, and 
the abundant land around them 
was the way to do it!

Probably because of his poor 
vision, Thomas Lewis gravitated 
toward book learning where he 
particularly excelled in mathemat­
ics. Some thought him one of the

of Virginia. Mathematics, of course.
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Fast facts:
Chartered as a corporation 
on Jan. 18,1996
Mission: “...Exclusivelyforchari- 
table or educational purposes 
relating to the study, preservation, 
and perpetuation of the physical, 
archival, tangible and intangible 
history, culture, and heritage of 
the City of Waynesboro, Virginia,

many years. She maintains exten­
sive files on local families, and is 
always willing to share her research 
with others and to help with re­
search if one calls her.

dinary people in ordinary lives.” 
She noted that county court­
houses can provide a wealth of in­
formation about local history 
through deeds and wills kept on 
file there. She referred to searching 
these documents as "local history 
adventures” and told of some of 
her encounters as she has re­
searched the “passage through 
time of ordinary mortals.”

Brown encouraged historical 
society members to continue their 
interest in local history. She said

lory,” it can be preserved and stud­
ied by future generations. —

America..."—excerpted from 
the by-laws.
Current projects: establish­
ment of a museum, preservation 
and restoration of the Plumb 
House, assisting with the bicen- Jacquelin Jeutter, Shirley Kiger' 

Jerry Layman, Cart McCutcheon, 
Earl Meese, Linda Wilson, Joe 
Moyer, James Wright, Suzanne 
Goldsmith, Madelon Zakaib 
Meetings are held the first 
Thursday of each month at
7 p.m. at the Waynesboro 
Public Library.
For membership informa­
tion, call (540) 943-3WHF. —

By VERA HAILEY

WAYNESBORO — In the heart 
of downtown Waynesboro, a histori­
cally significant project is under way. 
Located in the former Jefferson Na­
tional Bank building at the south­
east comer of Wayne Avenue and 
Main Street is the Waynesboro Heri­
tage Museum, which opened its 
doors for the first time in January.

The 3,000 square-foot museum is 
a labor of love for volunteers, who 
sign up for two-hour time slots to 
greet visitors and arrange exhibits. 
Over 75 volunteers have contributed 
money, time, materials and labor.

“Don’t forget to sign the guest 
book,” reminds Dorothy Sayre, mu­
seum volunteer and treasurer of the 
newly-incorporated Waynesboro 
Heritage Foundation. The Founda­
tion rents the building from its 
owner for a nominal fee.

It is not what is typically thought 
of as a museum — there is vibrant 
life here. This is a celebration of 
the present and future as much as 
it serves to preserve the city's past.

“So many people have ex­
pressed interest. Someone even 
asked about an alumni group for 
Fairfax Hall,” Sayre said.

Most of the items on display were 
housed at the Waynesboro Public Li­
brary before the museum opened on 
New Year’s Eve. “We wanted a place 
with enough room to expand the coi­

tion, at least during my tenure in 
the historical society, has been in 
maintaining and developing the ar­
chives, which is a considerable and 
an important undertaking, and in 
maintaining an extensive photogra­
phy archives of the region, which 
he generously shares with others.” 

McCleary called Hamrick "a 
wonderful resource on local his-

NEW HOURS!
Open 7 days

8 a.m. -7 p.m.
Wholesale business welcomed

HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION, INC.

HISTORICAL 
. MUSEUM .

Evers Family Resteiwgrt
Rt. 11 North, Mt. Crawford 433-0993
Serving lunch Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert...$4.99
Bevcrago-85 cents extra

Serving dinner Monday through Thursday, 4-8 p.m.
3 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert...$6.99

Bevcrago - 85 cents extra

Hours: Mon.-Thur., 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

_______________Sun., 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

lection, especially for the bicentennial. 
Some items have been donated and 
others are on loan,” she said.

There is something here for ev­
ery history lover. The section on old 
hotels shows Ike and Mamie 
Eisenhower leaving the General 
Wayne Hotel. A silver watercooler 
from the Hotel Brandon sits nearby. 
An Indian artifact exhibit gives a 
glimpse into the life of the native 
inhabitants of the area. A section 
on industry contains early products 
and tools from Du Pont and Virginia 
Metalcrafters. There is even a 
“mud crack pick” that was used in 
the last century by workers super­
vised by Claudius Crozet to chisel 
the famous tunnel through the 
mountain at Rockfish Gap.

For those not quite old enough 
to remember the construction of 
the tunnel, there are milk bottles 
from Early Dawn Diary, medicine 
bottles from Fishbume Drug Store, 
the clock from the old C&O Rail­
road Station and countless other 
items of memorabilia.

The museum wouldn’t be com­
plete without the “Mystery Wall" 
for unidentified photos. Visitors are 
asked to leave a note if they recog­
nize the people or places on the wall.

Admission to the Waynesboro 
Heritage Museum is free. Hours are 10 
a.m. to2 p.m. Friday and Saturday. —

AC staff report

VERONA—Two Stauntonians 
who have devoted much of their 
time to the study and preservation 
of local history were honored re­
cently by the Augusta County 
Historical Society.

Katherine Bushman and Richard 
Hamrick received the society’s Dis­
tinguished Service Awards for 
1997. The presentation was made 
at the ACHS annual banquet by 
board president Ann McCleary.

“I can’t think of anyone more 
deserving,” she said in recog­
nizing Mrs. Bushman and 
Hamrick with the awards. This 
is the first year the society has

service recognitions.
McCleary noted that Mrs. Bush­

man and Hamrick have played in­
fluential roles in the county’s his­
torical society from its inception. 
Both are charter members, and 
each has served as president of the 
society’s board of directors.

"Both Katherine and Dick have 
made other very significant contri- 
butions,” McCleary said. 
“Katherine has been a dedicated 
editor of the Bulletin, and she has 
been an active genealogist for

that for many years, local history 
was looked upon as “second class.”

“Real history was about 
power,” she said. “Important 
events did not occur in kitchens,

"Dick's most significant contribu- farm fields, and sweat shops.”
— i—. j---------- ------ Brown disputed this notion,

however, noting that the study of 
local history is now a major field at 
many universities. Having worked 
at three museums. Brown said she 
looked upon local history as "more 
than a job or a career.

"It is an avocation, a passion,” 
she said.

Simply put. Brown said local his­
tory and particularly the history of tory is no more than a study of “or- 
Staunton. a:- — . l«,.e ”

"Every time I ask him a question, 
conferred the distinguished I’m always amazed at how much he 
. ..r,,;,.,, „„„—„ knows!" McCleary said.

Keynote speaker for the 
society's banquet was Katharine 
Brown who spoke about “The Joys 
of Local History.” Brown is direc­
tor of research and collections at 
the Museum of American Frontier 
Culture in Staunton and has previ­
ously worked as executive director 
of Woodrow Wilson Birthplace in 
Staunton and Stonewall Jackson 
House in Lexington. that by being “guardians of his-

"We are the raw meat of histoiy,” <•’"h” ’"d «..H-
Brown told her audience. She noted

Waynesboir© Heritage Foundation
/7s residents (past, present, and tennial celebration, planning 
projected future) and surrounding tour of historic city homes 
area, the Commonwealth of Vir- Officers: President, J. Marvin 
ginia, and the United States of Stoner; Vice-president, Harry

Nash III; Secretary, Andrew 
Shifflett; Treasurer, Dorothy 
Sayre
Board of Directors: C.P. Barger, 
Penny Kent, George Hawke,

Augusta Histoneal Society
Ihoimoirs two Staiumtomiainis

Ann McCleary, right, president of the Augusta County His­
torical Society, congratulates Katherine Bushman and Ri­
chard Hamrick for receiving ACHS Distinguished Service 
awards for 1997. AC staff photo

Wayimesboro history 
exhibited inn mMseium

Walnut Meadow Greenhouses
Rt. 1, Box 230 Staunton, Virginia 24401

Many varieties available OPEN!
Bedding Plants
Vegetable Plants
Geraniums — 6-in. pots 
Herbs
Non-stop Begonias 
Ferns
Perennials
10-in. Flower & Herb Box Gardens v
Visit our expanded shop for Birdhouse gourds. Oak Baskets and hand 
made Sassafras Baskets bulging with blooming flowers. Choose a basket, \ 
box garden or bring your favorite planter, and we will plant it for you.
Stop by anytime, and let us help you with all your plant needs. L

Walnut Meadow Greenhouses f 
RL 252 Souh (NlkkEcbrook Rd), Left cn £ 

RL693(Sdngy Hollow Rd), 43 Miks on the Rigfa (y 
540/885-5466 |
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Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation 
Center, is one of 42 state chap-

J

Roxanne’s diagnosis of multiple 
sclerosis, following on the heels of 
her father's death, put her into a 
depression. A friend gave her a 
puppy in the hopes that it would 
cheer her up.

"Katie” provided not only cheer 
but invaluable service to her master.

Roxanne immediately thought of 
turning Katie into a service dog.

be considered to receive an Assis­
tance Dog regardless of race, sex, 
religion, or creed.

2. Applicants, students and 
graduates have the right to be 
treated with respect and dignity at 
all times in the dealing with the 
member organization’s personnel 
and representatives.

3. The student has a right to re­
ceive a sound educational program 
to learn how to use his or her As­
sistance Dog most effectively.

4. The student has a right to re­
ceive appropriate education on his 
or her role as a user of an Assis-

By SUE SIMMONS
GROTTOES — This is a story 

of Gertsen, Maggie, April, Katie, 
Cassie, Sonsay, Minnie and of their 
many friends.

And of the humans who love and 
train them.

Caring Canine Companions is a 
local chapter of Assistance Dogs 

' International, Inc. dedicated to the 
training of service dogs for the 
mobility impaired.

The local chapter, started in
.. _ ’! -....................................

, puts on demonstrations at her

Spring is In Ute air al
SUneHnamdoah Valley 

Landscape

Roxanne
Harrisonburg
“Katie"

Photo by Sue Simmons 
58,000 and nearly a year to train 
one dog. Before being accepted 
into the program, Fisher tests the 
dog to determine if it has the tem­
perament for service. If accepted, 
the dog is turned over to one of the 
12 trainers who volunteers for Car­
ing Canine Companions, all of who 
have been trained by Fisher. 
Throughout training, the dog’s 
health is monitored. Hip dyspla-

school as well. Brittany and 
her grandparents make the 
complicated look easy.

Each dog must take a test 
to be certified for public ac­
cess. This is not the same as 
a skill/task test, rather the 
Public Access Certification 
Test demonstrates that the 
dog is stable, well-behaved, 
and unobtrusive, that the 
owner has control of the dog, 
and that as a team they pose 
no public hazard.

In addition to Public Ac­
cess Certification, the dogs 
are trained to perform any 

number of tasks.
John Farley of Char-lottesville is 

one of the youngest recipients of a 
service dog.

The Walker Middle School stu­
dent, who is profoundly deaf, picked 
out “Maggie" as a puppy. With the 
help of a trainer, Maggie is becom­
ing a “hearing dog," and John is 
learning to use his dog properly and 
ethically. John and his parents to­
gether decided the specific tasks they 
required of the dog. The dog was 
then turned over to a trainer.

See JOHN, page 14

to be trained by its owner, “Sylvia 
Fisher thought it was a neat idea. I 
could really be specific with what 
I wanted Katie to learn," Roxanne 
explained.

So under Sylvia's watchful eye, 
Roxanne trained Katie to do a wide 
variety of services for her. She 
picks-up, carries, opens doors, picks 
up the telephone and puts it back.

And so much more.

the state of Virginia.
Recently, the group of trainers 

and owners gathered for a party at 
Caring Canine Companion's Grot­
toes office.

People and dogs attended from 
as far away as northern Virginia 
and Charlottesville to visit and re­
unite dogs with trainers.

It soon becomes clear that these 
dogs wear mnny hats. Helene 
Leichter’s dog April visits nursing 
homes as a "pet therapist.”

“April is the first dog I ever 
owned," Helene explained. “I was 
besotted with her, and after 18 
months I knew 1 needed help."

Helene called Ursula Strider, a 
trainer who volunteers for Caring Ca­
nine Companions, to re-train April.

After several weeks, April 
passed her canine good citizenship 
lest, and Ursula inquired about the 
dog joining a pet therapy team at 
an area nursing home.

In order to be certified for nurs­
ing home visits, the dogs — usu­
ally a small lap dog like April — 
must meet a number of require- ~

FormoreinformationaboutCaringCanineCorn- 
panions call 248-6655 or write to P.O. Box 353,

1 Verona, Virginia 24482. 1

sia will place a dog out of 
the program as will any sign 

__ j of aggression. If a dog dem­
onstrates even mild aggres­
sion — snapping or growl­
ing — it is dismissed.

Service dog training has 
become a family affair for 
the Ralph Jones family. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Jones 
train dogs for Caring Ca­
nine Companions as does 
their 8-year-old grand­
daughter Brittany Cubbage 
of Luray.

Brittany not only trains 
dogs for Pet Therapy, she

7. Applicants, students, and
„ .— .j a right to expect
that personal files will remain con­
fidential and will not be disclosed 
unless they have given express 
prior permission.

8. The community has a right to 
expect an Assistance Dog to be un­
dercontrol at all times and to exhibit 
no intrusive behavior in public.

9. The community has a right to 
receive information concerning 
ADI Program standards and Ethics.

10. The community has a right to re­
ceive education on the benefits received 
by a person with a disability through the 
use of an Assistance Dog. —

Benton of 
with

Ife a dogs life
Caring Canines offer compaimoinisWp? assistance 

<O> „ _________. ± nH |— sia will place a
for a period of several weeks. Il was 
on one of those visits that an amaz­
ing thing happened.

"After we arrived one of the 
nurses demanded to know ‘who 
is this April!’," Helene recalled.
“I was just sure April had done 
something terrible.”

After she reluctantly admitted 
her dog was the April in question, 
Helene continued, “the nurse went 
on to tell us that a woman who had 
not spoken for over a year asked 
for April after we had visited with

1988 by Sylvia Fisher through the her. She asked for April by name 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation and talked about April all week." 
Center, is one of 42 state chap- April is trained only for pet 
ters but the only active chapter in therapy. However, other levels of 
■■   training serve the needs of mobil­

ity impaired clients.
Roxanne Benton’s dog is a fully times grocery stores and res-

ments. Most importantly, the dog 
cannot show any aggression, can­
not jump up, and must be comfort­
able around moving wheel chairs.

Helene and April joined the 
therapy team and visited Oak Hill

Standards and Ethics of Assistance Dogs International, Inc.
1. Applicants have the right to tance Dog in the community. 7. Applicants, students

hecons.deredtorprP.vAnn 5. The graduate has the right to graduateshave
receive regularly scheduled team 
evaluation and follow-up support 
programs.

6. The graduate has a right to 
receive information on or ask for 
assistance in the following matters:

a. Additional training for the dog 
that is needed due to a change in 
the graduate’s functional level

b. A behavioral management 
problem with the dog

c. A major veterinary problem
d. Legal problem pertaining to 

use or access for the Assistance 
Dog as allowed by law.

“Katie senses when I 
need her help. I will be 
walking at the mall and sud­
denly fatigue sets in. Katie 
seems to know when this 
happens to me. She braces 
me so I don't collapse.”

Make no mistake. Katie is 
still Roxanne’s pet.

Owner training creates 
“more of a pet mentality — 
more of a relationship" as 
Roxanne put it. She admits 
her dog gets away with a bit 
more but when she is in har­
ness she knows she is work­
ing.

Service dogs cannot be de­
nied entrance to any public 
place. Roxanne says some-

trained service dog. taurants hesitate when Katie
An athletic and active person, walks in, but when they un- 

J!-----------------------------derstand that the law gives
service dogs full public ac­
cess, they accept a dog in their 
midst.

“The public is fascinated 
with dogs. Kids seem to have 
the most respect for Katie 
when she is working,” 
Roxanne said.

The public should never pet 
While it is unusual for a service dog or try to distract a service dog 
u-u..:—---..o,,n harness, however.

While service dogs can be of 
any breed. Labradors and re­
trievers and mixes tend to make 
the most successful service dogs. 
Dogs bred for specific purposes 
like running or guarding — hus­
kies or Dobermans for instance 
— tend to be less successful as 
service dogs.

It takes an estimated $5,000 to

IW1 u y
, Mw is the perfect time to plant!

Come see our new shipment of shrubs and trees 
^'yy LaceJ:eafMaPle^ Globe Blue Spruce, 
< '< ; Ornamental Shrubs, Topiaries

Landscaping extras!! - Stained glass stepping
, . stones, wind chimes, garden ornaments 4 A 
COME VISIT OUR COUNTRY SHOP FILLED WITH 

•Flanffd FJowtsrs »Lisa Geiman' Prints
Hags ’Collecubles^Indoor/Water Fountains

Mil 248-27W''.CLOSED SUNDAYS ‘ - 'VeFOIia
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Canine-companion-in-training “Ben" retrieves a dropped 
hat for his trainer Shelley Daniel of Middlebrook. The dogs 
are also taught to assist with grocery shopping and can 
carry bags of groceries for their owners.

Photo by Ponny Plemmons

•Gourmet-type treats 
•Boarding "Individual attention 

•Day care "Limo Service 
•Grooming

In-home service for 
large & small animals. 

Rt. 11, VerOna, VA (Itexl to Pat's Antiques)

L
G

donated Ben to the program.
After passing obedience school. 

Ben began work on obtaining the

and their dogs visit the homes regu­
larly and, according to Sylvia, bring a 
special “canine cheer to the shut-in.”

The Resident Dog Program is 
similar to the therapy program with 
the exception that the dog actually 
lives in the nursing home. Resi­
dents provide the actual care of the 
dog and are benefited not only be­
cause of the companionship the dog 
affords, but because they must ex­
pend physical energy in order to 
walk, groom and feed the dog.

Home-bound persons are best as­
sisted with the Social Dog Program. 
This program teaches a small dog 
good manners, and the dog becomes 
a special friend to the owner.

The most widely publicized of all 
the courses is the Service Dog Pro­

offices, airports, hospitals, nursing 
homes, dog shows, farms, riding 
stables and so on. He will be re­
quired to retrieve objects such as a 
pencil, wallet, and pill bottle and 
return it to his owner. He will be 
taught to pick up the phone re­
ceiver, open doors, go for help and 
tum lights on and off. And because 
Ben is a large dog, he will also be 
trained to pull a wheelchair.

Shelley has discovered that 
people respond to Ben in different 
ways. Most people are disap­
pointed, but understanding, when 
they learn that they can’t pet Ben. 
Occasionally, Ben produces a sur­
prise reaction in unsuspecting 
folks. Such as the time Ben and 
Shelley were riding an elevator.

“When the doors opened up, the 
waiting people were so shocked to 
see this big dog that they wouldn't 
get on!" said Shelley.

Level three certification focuses 
on restaurants, fast food places 
and grocery store training. Dogs 
in these places must exhibit a great 
deal of confidence and control. 
Ben must learn such restaurant 
manners as sitting quietly under a 
table and resisting the temptation 
to eat crumbs that have fallen to 
the floor. He will also learn to help 
with the grocery shopping by re­
trieving canned goods and pack­
ages from the shelves.

In the final step, Shelley will give 
up all contact with Ben. He will 
spend 65 hours of intensive train­
ing with his new owner and a new 
trainer. Ben and his new owner must 

See BEN, page 11

By PENNY PLEMMONS

GROTTOES — Caring Canine 
Companions (CCC) is an all vol­
unteer non-profit program 
founded in 1988 by Sylvia 
Fisher and Terry Porter.

The goal of the program is to train 
dogs which will help improve the 
emotional and physical quality of life 
for the handicapped, nursing home 
residents and the home-bound per­
son. Therapy, resident, social and 
service are the programs offered by 
CCC to dogs that have completed a 
basic obedience course.

The Therapy Dog Program re­
quires an additional eight hours of 
training in a nursing home with a 
trainer and the dog's owner. Owners

.{WiM&re
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Introducing
The Neivest Star in Town | 

w Our Ribs
’Also Sifiniiuj

Prime Rib with Cajun Spices 
Barbequed Baby-back Ribs 

St. Louis Style Ribs 
Barbequed Beef Ribs 

Barbeque Platter

1 Mill Street • Staunton, VA 
(540) 886-0656

o

gram. This program trains the pub­
lic access dogs that become the 
eyes for the blind, ears for the deaf, 
and arms and legs for the person 
in a wheelchair. Sylvia said she 
feels the benefits of a service dog 
are not only practical in the physi­
cal sense but have incredible in­
tangible benefits. Often people will 
overlook a person in a wheelchair, 
but if there is a dog attached to the 
wheelchair an avenue of conver­
sation is opened up. As one recipi­
ent said, “ My dog is a bridge of 
communication between me and 
the walking world.”

Since 1989 a total of 42 service 
dogs have been placed with handi­
capped persons living in Virginia. 
Of those, one has gone to an Au-

fell
R I L__ L

Runaway pooch in training as Caring Canine
was just too good of a dog to stay 
in a backyard," Sylvia stated. “I 
visited the owners the very next day 
and told them what wonderful things 
Ben had the capabilities of doing for

EMg Lovers
/fl! ore ®xPorlc)ln9 our canine gift deportment! 

/CyVr-Aj!! Over 70 breeds ovolloble - Compere our prlcesl 

“Figurines “Gatlings “Magnets “Pens 
/“Coasters “Mugs “Glassware “Plush Dogs 

“Wind chimes & Morel
Opsn Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

-Fritz- Collector's; Choke
18 W. Beverley St., Downtown Staunton, VR 540/885-8572

By PENNY PLEMMONS

MIDDLEBROOK — About a 
year ago, Shelley Daniel found 
"Ben" loitering outside her place _____ r___________ c._.
of employment, the Middle River a handicapped person.” The owner. 
Veterinary Hospital in Verona. A 30- Becky Davis of Verona, graciously 
foot chain attached to his collared ' '"
neck indicated that this golden lab- 
golden retriever-mix puppy was no _
stray. The dog was somebody's level one certification. Shelley and 
pet and duty demanded that ev- Ben spent 15 minutes each night 
ery attempt be made to find his working on voice commands that 
family. Newspaper ads, radio spots taught Ben such things as kennel 
and SPCA notification did not up, heel, sit, stand, come, stay put, 
find Ben’s owner. and “potty time.” Ben had some

So Ben went to live with Shelley difficulty grasping the tasks, and 
and her husband Wayne, in Shelley noted that for awhile she 
Middlebrook.

“Ben had such a wonderful gentle 
personality,” Shelley stated. "He 
was such a good dog, not too ner­
vous and not too shy." These quali­
ties led Shelley to believe that per­
haps Ben would be a good com-

person. Shelley contacted Caring give Ben access to public places and 
/“—:— r.-------:--------1 —i—| labels him as a “dog in training."

Onlookers are asked not to pet 
Ben when he is at work, and ac- 

’> one of 
the most difficult aspects of taking 
him into the public eye. Ben is a 
natural attraction for the affection 
of most children and adults. But, 

ie Shelley stated, "While the back- 
," pack is on, Ben is not a pet. He is a 

working dog."
Ben is still working on achieving 

ions throughout Virginia is greater his 40 hours of public training. He 
.u— ...... must visit and learn to maintain

control in such places as churches, 
grocety stores, malls, libraries, post 

Votanteers {train dogs for service 
gusta County resident, two dogs 
live in Staunton homes and sev­
eral dogs have been placed in 
Rockingham County.

Sometimes suitable dogs come 
to CCC in unusual ways. Fisher 
recalled a dog who was on "death 
row” at the pound. A simple phone 
call to CCC saved his life, and now 
he is a service dog for a quadriple­
gic. Another dog was about to be 
“run out of town," according to 
Fisher, because he was a cow 
chaser and a perpetual nuisance. 
CCC rescued him, and he has be­
come a wonderful aid to a handi­
capped person.

CCC operates on a shoestring
See CCC, page 11

Shelley noted that for awhile she 
thought, “Ben was the stupidest 
dog in the world.” But by the end of 
six weeks, the dog had mastered all 
the assignments and earned the 
level two certification: his backpack 

Placing the backpack on Ben is 
his signal that it’s time to go to work, 

panion and helper for a handicapped It carries the legal credentials that

Canine Companions and scheduled 
a "temperament” test for Ben.

Sylvia Fisher, co-founder of Car­
ing Canine Companions, placed cording to Shelley, this is 
Ben in a variety of situations to ,u*---- •a:rn-„i.
determine the dog’s suitability as 
an aid for a disabled person.

"Our tests are not fool-proof. 
However, they do give us some 
idea about a dog’s character," 
stated Sylvia.

Since the need for dog compan­

than the supply. Sylvia was ex­
tremely pleased when Ben passed 
the test with flying colors. Shelley 
agreed to be Ben's volunteer 
trainer, and the arduous process of 
training began with eight weeks of 
obedience school.

There was just one problem. By 
happenstance, Ben’s real owners 
visited the veterinary hospital dur­
ing an open house. Naturally they 
recognized Ben, whom they called 
Trapper, and took him home. “Ben
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Maiding Your Home Life Raster

Misty Mountain Journey

STAUNTON
886-0796

a toddler only has so much imagi­
nation, and I tagged the new puppy 
“Princess," because the neighbors 
down the street had a dog by that 
name, and it sounded pretty.

Princess became my best friend.

would never harm their own even if 
sick and in pain. At an early age, I 
watched and observed these quali-

STUARTS DRAFT 
337-1514

Care Home Medical
2624WestMain,WestWTOdViEage, 

Waynesboro»332-4995 or932-4995
420Commerce Square, Staunton • 3324959or 9324959

Hours: 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. M-F

A Division ofAHC

'Seat Lift Chairs 
'Convalescent Aids 
'Ostomy Supplies 
'Respiratory Services 
'Bathroom Safety Aids

W
V

JgSffeg
MEfZBER 

FDIC

At Care Home Medical we offer a variety of 
home care products and services, including:
'Wheelchairs
'Walking Aids
'Diabetic Aids
'OxygenThsapy
'Hospital Eteds

By NANCY SORRELLS

What I miss most are the head 
presses. Those times when she would 
sidle up and press her forehead into 
your body like she was compelled to 
conduct some sort of mind meld.

She was a gentle giant, weighing P 
in at about 100 pounds, and when 
she pressed her head into your leg 
or arm she pressed hard as if just 
standing there wasn't enough. 
Somehow she had to get closer.

Misty, officially Misty Mountain 
Journey on her AKC certificate, was 
special. Our first dog in our first 
house, she was plowing new ground 
when we brought her into our family 
circle. And she made such an inte­
gral place for herself that we will cer-

panion again. The bond that she cre­
ated was shared for 9 1/2 years, and 
when she was gone, the void was 
terrible and deep.

But she knew none of this then 
or ever. Dogs know only what is 
and what was, and when we picked 
her up on that spring morning, we 
fit neither category.

We had been married about four 
years when we were finally able to 
purchase a house and a little piece 
of land. Hard on the heels of that 
dream came another, to get a dog 
as a companion for us and for our 
\\il\e cal buddy. Scruffy. We had

toddler’s imagination.
He soon found out the truth, and 

Princess was a part of our house­
hold for the next 15 years. In reality, ties in Princess as well as other Ger-
" 1,. i u :----- : man shepherd especially famous

ones like Rin Tin Tin. But the one 
that most made its mark on my 
young mind was White Shadow.

Only Mickey Mouse Club aficio­
nados from the 1960s will remem-

one... I have a white... fe­
male.” Upon hearing his words, I Every time we tried to get near her, 

„„ she skittered to the side and ran
into the next room. Finally, she tired 
of running and went into the living 
room where she deposited the rest 
of her digestive system’s contents, 
this time from the other end, in front 
of the television. So much for good 
beginnings. We now had a half­
grown puppy with no name who 
would not come to us and who was 
desecrating our new house.

On the plus side, because she 
had never seen steps before, we 
could put her out on the deck and 
not worry about her running off. 
She started shaking all over when­
ever she peered up or down stairs. 
Tire first order of business, we de­

See PUPPY, page 11

referred to as antennae ears, because 
they appeared to be perfect for col­
lecting large amounts of sound 
waves and refused to stand up for 
any length of time. First one would 
flop over her eye and then the other. 
To top it off, she was scared of her 
own shadow and shaking like a leaf 
when we put her in the vehicle for 
the first car ride of her life.

As we meandered down Va. 42 
we crooned to her, telling her that 
everything was going to be just 
fine and soon she began to relax. 
We stopped in Churchville at the 
Tastee-Freez for lunch and gave 
her a few licks of vanilla ice cream.

The journey continued through 
the county to Greenville and then, 

 . . when we were less than three miles
seeking a white shepherd. Finally from home, thescared puppy pro- 

ceeded to empty the contents of 
her stomach (including the ice 
cream) in our car. Nothing to be 

railed the Bridgewater number and done but punch the gas and get
— j-----:j ,u, home as quickly as possible.

The as-yet nameless puppy did 
not bond immediately with us. 
More to the point, she ran from us.

She signed my autograph book 
(OK, I helped her), she slept in my 
bed (my parents never knew that 
one), and whenever I ran away, she 
accompanied me (I later learned 
that my parents did know about 
that part and were quite relieved 
when I took her along).

We were finally forced to put her 
to sleep when I was a freshman in 
college. Today, one of our most cher­
ished family heirlooms is a piece of a 
blue blanket with a white star pat­
tern. The blanket has a scattering of 
holes in it, created when Princess did 
what puppies will do, and chewed.

With Princess as my example. I 
came to appreciate the strong quali­
ties of German shepherds. They 
bond closely with their immediate 
family, often to the exclusion of any­
one else. They can be extremely

/ ' 
!

A.

Lain ly never be without a canine com- H
n-.ninn nonin The bond that she ere-

!
Mickey Mouse Club aficionados will remember White 
Shadow, the white German shepherd who palled around 
with Corky Brady, a tomboy who lived in Glen Forks with 
her widower father, Sheriff “Big Matt” Brady. White Shadow 
was the lonely girl’s companion, and together they got 
into many a scary adventure while her father was busying 
rounding up bad guys in their little Old West town.

no sooner moved in the house 
when the canine search began.

For me there was no question about 
the type of dog. I wanted a German 
shepherd dog. preferably female and 

preferably white. Logic, of course, 
played no part in this decision. I wanted 
a German shepherd dog, because I had 
grown up with one.

When I was three years old a tiny 
black puppy with tan points fol­
lowed my cousin home from 
school. When advertisements 
flushed out no potential owner, the 
puppy came to our house. All of 
this occurred while my father was 
away on a business trip. When he 

j returned and was greeted at the 
J door by his exuberant 3-year-old 

shouting, "Daddy, I have a puppy,” 
7 he just nodded absently. “That’s 
j nice sweetie,” he said, while si- 
( lently wondering at the power of a protective of their family, but they

I < 
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Four-legged family members forg
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VI
■ ,e strong bonds
ber White Shadow, the white Ger- themos^ridiem
man shepherd who pa lous s(_t of ears imaglnable The
with Corky Brady,.a to y overeizej ears, which we ever-after
'‘w/r fatheT Sheriff “Big Matt" referred to as antennae ears, because
Brady. White Shadow was the 
lonely girl’s companion, and to­
gether they got into many a scary 
adventure while her father was 
busying rounding up bank robbers 
in their little Old West town. So you 
can see why, when it came time to 
choose a dog, there was no choice. 
The problem is. white shepherds 
are hard to come by. The white col­
oring is a recessive gene carried 
by some, but not all, black and tan 
shepherds. A black and tan shep­
herd with the gene bred to another 
black and tan shepherd with the 
gene can produce some white pup­
pies but both parents have to carry 
the trait in their bloodlines.

Every day I scanned the papers

one day, I saw it, a litter of German 
shepherd puppies, some black and 
tan and some white. Quickly I 
ci ■
made an inquiry. “Well," said the 
man on the phone, “I did have a 
litter for sale, but they are all gone 
except

soundlessly gasped. That was ex­
actly what I was looking for.

Being on the phone in another 
county, the man could not see the 
excitement on my face and so con­
tinued. “We’re getting ready to go 
on vacation, but if you can come 
pick her up today. I’ll sell her to 
you for half price." Little did he re­
alize that knocking the price down 
was unnecessary, but we didn’t 
argue. Within a few hours we were 
at his house for the puppy.

The puppy we picked up was 
barely that. It was May, and the 
litter had been bom in early Febru­
ary, so we were looking at a scared, 
gawky teenager. She weighed over 
30 pounds, was solid white with
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able $10 million to lend. 
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help you rebuild your 
credit for

•Bankruptcy 
•Foreclosure

and all other types of 
poor credit.

Call:
Tom
Lilly

1-800-727-3329
Please patronize our advertisers, and tell 

them you saw their ad in Augusta Country!
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still the family’s favorite dog.
“She (Pepper) wouldn’t have 

anything to do with Allen at 
first,” Mrs. Monroe said. “We 
would put her on his lap, and she 
would jump right off.”

A visit to a local vet solved the 
mystery of Pepper’s aversion to her 
new owner. The previous owner 
had apparently fractured the dog’s 
leg, and Pepper had a fear of men. 
It wasn’t long before Pepper’s pho­
bia disappeared. She was Mr. 
Monroe’s constant companion 
until his death, and still prefers to 
lay in his favorite chair.

Now Pepper won't leave 
Mrs. Monroe’s side.

ment windows so air could circu­
late. The windows were typical 
basement windows on ground 
level with metal window wells on 
the outside. Inside, they opened 
about five feet off the floor. I was 
the first to return home that

of Stuarts Draft
Full Veterinary Service (

for Small and Large Animals
Boarding Facilities ,

FARM ANIMAL SUPPLIES — SPAYINg/nEUTERING
MEDICINES - ORTHOPEDIC SERVICES 

LABORATORY SERVICE — SURGERY

Dr. June Cohron

oPimppy
Continued  from page 10 

cided, was to give her a name. Her 
father was Bear Iwan Baumann, a 
big blundering name we thought, 
and her mother was Fran-Jo-Jour- 
ney. We took the “journey" from 
her dam and added "Misty Moun­
tain" for the view of the fog- 
shrouded mountain we could see 
from our new front yard. In the 
dozen years since that day, the 
trees across the road have grown 
so much that the misty mountain 
is no longer visible. But the jour­
ney launched that spring by that 
silly puppy continues in our hearts.

Hard work, repetition and lots 
of patience gradually tightened 
the bonds between us. We took 
her everywhere, and the mere 
mention of “going for a ride" in 
the car was enough to send her 
spinning in happy circles.

Although the adventures were 
numerous, a few are particularly 
clear, and those, in one way or an­
other, involved Misty being bred. 
When we purchased her we envi­
sioned, not only a family pet, but 
also a little money-making scheme 
on the side. We figured that if we

bred dogs in a ‘Parade of Champi­
ons’ and the American Kennel Club 
is on hand to present the ‘Canine 
Good Citizenship Test’ award.

Sylvia credits the volunteers for 
making the CCC program work.

“There is no way I can put a 
value on the time and effort that 
volunteers give to make this pro­
gram successful,” Fisher said. “The 
volunteers are wonderful!” —

ring what a blessing Ben 
to a handicapped person

By VERA HAILEY

STUARTS DRAFT — 
Most people would be 
amazed to hear about a 
dog who has passed the 
quarter-century mark. No, 
not dog years, but actual 
people years. A local 
Stuarts Draft pooch can 
make this claim.

After Katherine 
Monroe's late husband 
was diagnosed with can­
cer, their daughter Betty 
gave him a 3-month-old 
poodle named Pepper. 
That was in 1971. Now, 
26 years later. Pepper is

bred her to a purebred shepherd 
and she had 10 puppies which we 
sold at $ 150 each, we could make a 
pile of money. This imaginary 
money never made it to our hands.

The first time Misty came into 
heat was the most eventful for the 
entire household. At the time we 
were keeping a friend’s young 
puppy, a golden retriever named 
Alex., so our household consisted 
of two humans, one yellow puppy, 
one black cat and one white dog. 
Misty’s enticing condition had no 
effect on the youthful Alex, al­
though her loose morals quickly 
tried our patience, because we had 
determined to wait at least one more 
cycle before breeding her.

Waiting was not what she had 
in mind, and she would stand for 
long minutes with her rear end 
pressed to the screen door, adver­
tising her condition on the neigh­
borhood winds. Such scents 
brought one disheveled, but ar­
dent suitor, who camped out in our 
yard refusing to budge despite the 
rocks and insults that we hurled at 
him. He was a mangy little creature 
with dirty cream colored curls that 
completely obscured his eyes. We 
called him the dustmop, because 
that was what he most resembled.

One evening, both my husband 
and I were off working, so we put 
the two dogs and cat in the base­
ment. Because the evening was 
muggy, we cracked the small base­

Randy and Nancy Sorrells with Ginny, Gandolph, and Misty

evening, and I hurried through 
the kitchen and over to the base­
ment door in order to free the trio 
of animals which had been 
cooped up for more than eight 
hours. I opened the door and out 
burst Misty... Alex... Scruffy......
and......the dustmop.

See MISTY, page 17

Pepper’s favorite foods include 
any type of meat. Visitors who 
wish to gain special favor with 
the dog give her jerky treats and 
back scratches.

The years have taken their toll 
on Pepper’s teeth — there are only 
two left — and she does have a 
benign growth on her stomach. 
Other than that, she’s the picture 
of health. With her neatly groomed 
gray coat, red ear ribbons and 
matching nail polish, she looks less 
than half her age.

Augusta Country wishes Mrs. 
Monroe and Pepper many more 
happy years together! In the mean­
time, somebody call Guinness. —

Katherine Monroe of Stuarts 
Draft with Pepper, her 26-year- 
old poodle Photo by Vora Halley

Augusta Country, April 1997

Draft poodle defies odds of longevity
“I'd be lost without her... she is 

my companion, friend and every­
thing," Mrs. Monroe says. “She 
won’t let me out of her sight. When 
I go out, she rides in the car with 
her nose smearing against the win­
dow." When bedtime comes. Pep­
per sleeps in her own baby crib at 
the foot of her owner’s bed.

Is there any secret to the dog’s 
longevity? “No, I just take her 
to the vet for checkups... she has 
never really been sick,” Mrs. 
Monroe explained. A recent 
checkup gave Pepper a clean bill 
of health. “The vet said he’s 
never seen one any healthier,” 
Mrs. Monroe reports.

The entire process of training a 
>g to be a companion for a 
indicapped person can take as 
ng as a year. It requires a great
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with the Coyote clan, we found that but then, that had been a long time

2
a

BY
Betty q3F<s

OLTON

Do you ever 
have the feeling 
you’re being 
watched?

Four-week-old Maremma 
puppies pile up for a nap with 
their wooty “littermates." 
Photos by Betty Jo Hamilton
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we made about solving a problem 
of nature.

The story actually began a long

©KI T(X}{S

‘ •( I

Down on the farm we’re think­
ing about losing sleep.

There are any number of things 
that will keep you awake at night. 
These things fall into five general 
categories — health, finances, re­
lationships, crime and the forces 
of nature. We’ll leave the first four 
to the talk show hosts and their 
ever-inquisitive audiences. It is the 
last which we will examine herein.

Farmers are sleepy people. You 
know this because most farmers 
only need to sit still for about a 
half-minute before they’ve drifted 
off to sleep. It’s easy enough to 
understand this when you consider  
the type and kind of work they do Jittle bjt> because we’ve found

wcy„
the battle, and not have to lie awake

by keeping ewes with small lambs 
penned close to the bam until the 
first of May we could protect them 
from the likes of the Coyotes. Once 
the newest batch of Coyote kids 
were out of their dens, the clan 
seemed to keep itself occupied 
close to home. But. as we learned 
the hard way, the Coyote clan 
spent a lot of time thinking, plan­
ning, and trying to figure out 
how to get to those marshmal­
lows they love so much.

In the late spring of 1993, j 
turned out to pasture one of the 
• - ’ •  j

to get through the lambing shed. 
The flock of ewes with 150 lambs 
at side made their way to summer 
pasture with their only instruction

native western lands by hunters 
looking for a new sport; they 
weren't brought here by govern­
ment agencies to control the fox 
population. Coyotes came here 
simply because there was no rea­
son not too. Their natural enemy 
— the wolf, which kept coyote 
populations checked in western 
states — was eliminated from the 

food chain through ex- 
I tinction. With wolves
: out of the way, this left 
I Mr. and Mrs. Coyote at 
I the top of the food

j

JI
I

j

..I

chain which in the ani­
mal kingdom is the 
equivalent of winning 
the lottery.

So the Coyotes 
bought a Winnebago 
and came east. And they 
just jumped up and down

to do no more than eat.
Sheep are difficult to quantify 

while they roam free in the pasture. 
You can’t tell by looking whether 
you see before you 40 sheep or 60 
sheep, 100 sheep or 130 sheep, and 
certainly if the numbers are any 
greater than that, you might as well 
give up trying to determine how 
many are there. On the odd occa­
sion when sheep are brought in 
during the summer, you can tell 
how many are in the flock by 
counting them ns they move 
through gates. On the second such 
occasion when I did this that sum­
mer, I knew something was wrong.

Sorting through lambs to go to 
market, I came across very few ewe 
lambs. These I knew, because I 
notch their ears when they’re a 
week old, so I can tell them apart 
easily when I’m sorting. I couldn’t 
understand why there seemed to be 
so few ewe lambs. It seemed I had 
marked quite a few in the spring,

ago, and I just assumed 
my mind was slipping. 
If does, you know.

Feeling almost 
certain that the 
count on the lambs 
was not right, I sepa­
rated everything — 
no small task — and 
counted sheep.

For those who think 
counting sheep is a 
good way to fall asleep, 
let me assure you that 
if you’re a shepherd 
and you count sheep, 
the outcome may very 
likely keep you awake 
nights. My tally turned 
out completely wrong 
— way off, in fact. The 
count was so far off 
that I went back to the

See SHEEP, 
page 13______]

Even at 10 weeks of age, guardian pups respond to 
potential intruder In their territory.

time ago — centuries ago, for that 

fanners wifi say money — ~
or where it will come from 
— is a big concern that 
likely might keep them 
awake some nights. But 
I’ll also bet many would 
say the thing which 
causes them to lose the 
most sleep aie the forces 
oT nature.

How high will the river 
rise? When will it stop 
raining? When will it 
start raining? How deep 
will the snow be in the 
morning? How many 
roofs will the wind blow 
off? Will a late freeze kill the new 
crops? How hoi is it going to get? 
How cold is it going to get? The 
forces of nature bring to farmers 
both good and bad — rain to make 
crops grow, floods to wash them 
away; wind to dry out the ground 
for spring planting or heighten a 
drought in midsummer.

I'm guessing the forces of na­
ture would easily rank as one of 
the farmers’ top three things that 
keep them awake at night. Down 
on the farm, we can add another to 
the long list of natural occurrences

that keep fanners awake at night. 
And we can’t help but chuckle a 
__   ' ” la 

— long hours at hard labor are way to fight nature with nature, win 
guaranteed to make even the har- |jie battle, and not have to lie awake 
diest soul a weary one. Then stack nights feeling guilty over a choice 
on top of that the sleep farmers are________.... • • —
prone to lose because of various 
concerns that weigh heavy in their 
subconscious thoughts.
I’ll wager that most

Losing sleep and lost sheep 
 to the ground no more than a few

feet from its flockmates, suffocate 
the sheep in a matter of seconds 
by clamping its powerful jaws 
down on the sheep’s throat, con­
sume the portions it wants, depart, 
and the rest of the sheep in the 
flock will barely notice. Even if they 
noticed, what would they do? 

Visits to our farm by Mr. Coyote's 
kids began about 1990. Buzzards 
circling on a spring midday told the 
story. Two lambs were dead in the 

 pasture — a set of twins, as it hap­
pened — the carcasses no more turned out to -—  
than 10 yards apart. With throats best lamb crops I’d ever managed 
punctured at the jawlines and vis- •" "»* i—.
cent cleaned from abdominal cavi­
ties, the carcasses showed the ob­
vious evidence of the Coyotes’pres-  
ence in southwestern Augusta for the next several months being 
County. A few more lambs were lost ----- ------- -•--------- b
that spring, then the killings seemed 
to stop as suddenly as they began. 
Until the fall.

Then, suddenly, they started 
again. By this time the Coyote kids 
had kids which were sent to check 
out the marshmallow crop. Now 
they were after 80-pound feeder 
lambs. This was considered to be 
no small offense, and a trapper was 
called in to settle the score with 
the Coyote clan, two of which met 
their fates in fence snares.

But the Coyote clan proved to 
be a formidable foe, and the feud 
between us and these unwelcome 
emigres heightened. With each 
passing season thereafter we tried 
some new tactic to foil the Coy­
otes’ intent to feed on our sheep. 
Trapping, snaring, fencing, night 
penning, strobe lights, sirens — 
you name it, we tried it. And we 
thought we were making progress.

After a few years’ experience

t . -J .
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I with delight once they 
got here. Because when 

j they did they came into 
J " beautiful green valley

and there were these marshmallow 
like creatures walking around on 
little toothpick legs that went, 
baaa-a-a-a,” and Mr. Coyote said, 
Life doesn’t get any better than

looks like a nice place to raise a fam- 
’’y. It wasn’t long before things 
got a little crowded for the Coy­
otes in Highland County, so Mr. 
and Mrs. Coyote sent some of their 
kids over to Augusta County 

\where they found a whole lot more 
. .....r of the plump little marshmallows

propped up on toothpicks just ripe 
for the picking.

And so about five or six years 
ago we began to feel the presence 
of Mr. Coyote’s relatives. Those 
plump little marshmallow creatures 
on toothpicks which we have out 
in the pasture were easy targets. 
Sheep don’t have many natural de­
fense mechanisms. They appear to 
be the most vulnerable of practically 
all farm animals, because — and I 
apologize to all shepherds who think 
the world and all of their sheep, my­
self included—sheep simply do not 
have a clue when it comes to self­
preservation. But then, on the other 
hand, Mr. and Mrs. Coyote and their 
kids have too many clues about ev­
erything in general.

These cunning creatures can 
slither into a pasture, pull a sheep

a 1
just west of Monterey,

like creatures walking around

baaa-a-a-a,” and Mr. Coyote said,

inai lar. in iact, I m going to condense lex,’ 
the whole story of sleep loss on my ily.’ 
part into a single word — coyotes.

You may have read about these 
wily creatures of nature which in 
the past two decades have immi­
grated to eastern states. Tl.., 
weren’t brought here from their
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the guardian dogs. Getting rid of the

Who 
goss 
there? 
A guard­
ian dog 
deter­
mines if 
a visitor 
to its 
territory 
is friend 
or foe.

Six-month-old Maremmas lounge in the shade with their 
“flock.” Adult maremmas weigh from 70 to 120 pounds. 
Their guardian abilities are developed completely be­
tween a year and 18 months of age.

Even the smallest mem­
ber of the flock falls un­
der the scrutiny of its ca­
nine protector.

instances of 
calves disap­
pearing in the 
neighbor­
hood. In fact, 
the trapper 
told me Coy­
otes like beef 
better than 
lamb; it’s just

otes away from the calves. But, with 
a little encouragement from the 
state’s animal damage control of-

Alert to an intruder near their territory, two livestock guardian dogs patrol the perimeter 
Of a field with feeder lambs. Photos by Betty Jo Hamilton

■■ d

' I

that lambs are easier targets. Hav­
ing seen what the Coyotes were 
capable of, I had no doubt they 
would adapt and start killing calves 
for food if sheep were removed from 
their menu.

So with cattle prices high as the 
‘ ' _ ’ " > seemed a

recommendation of this practice is cheap alternative to bait the Coy- 
...... a------------------ ----------------------------------------------------------------------- <■.............. ................................ ............. .

used to prevent coyote predatii

herd, Komondor, Kangal, Caucasian 
Ovtcharka, Polish Tatra, Tibetan 
Mastiff, Jugoslav 
shepherd, and 
Maremmas. Most 
folks have heard of 
Great Pyrennes, but I 
suspect the others in 
this list are unknown 
to many folks.

These breeds 
originated in Europe

Continued from page 12 
pasture to see if I had missed some 
sheep. As it turned out, there were 
some lambs in the pasture that hadn’t 
come home with the rest of the flock, 
primarily because all that was left of 
them was their marshmallow exteri­
ors and the toothpicks.

What had happened over the 
course of three months was that 
the Coyote clan had been using our 
farm as a drive-thru — McSheep, 
the fast-food restaurant for coy­
otes on the go. The result of my 
count on the lambs proved 65 to be 
missing in action—more than a third 
of the spring lamb crop and many 
of them meant to be kept as replace­
ment ewes. Now there’s something 
to keep you awake at night.

Sure, we brought in a trapper. 
Traps and snares were set 
throughout a three-mile radius of 
our farm. We caught three coyotes, 
a fox, a deer, the neighbor’s dog 
once, and my dog twice. And the 
trapper and 1 got shot at once by 
someone hunting squirrels. After 
the trapper departed, leaving me the 
day-to-day responsibility of the 
trapline, it took me no less than two 
hours every morning to make the

ian abilities, some are very aggres­
sive, others are less so. I’d heard 
any number of stories regarding ag­
gressive guardian dogs, so I was 
reluctant to bring a dog on the farm 
which might cause problems toward 
people. However literature about the 
dogs listed some breeds as being 
less aggressive.

Following the animal damage con­
trol officer’s advice, I acquired two 
Maremma pups from a sheep farm in 
Russell County. Maremmas are listed 
among guardian dogs whose nature 
is the most mild-mannered. The 10- 
week-old male and female pups were 
brought to the farm and promptly put 
into pens with sheep.

After a couple weeks, I was as­
tounded to see the dogs doing ex­
actly as I had read they would do, 
and with little direction on my part. 
The pups slept with the sheep, 
they ate with the sheep, even at 
that young age they would bark 
fiercely when any creature came

stock guardian dogs a try anyway.
There are a number of breeds of 

dogs which fall into the guardian 
category — Great Pyrennes, 
Akbash, Kuvasz, Anatolian shep-

voice and, unlike most puppies, 
never required the use of a rolled 
up newspaper for discipline.

There were a few minor problems 
initially. After some time I found 
Bucky had gnawed the leg of one 
of the lambs in his pen. It was noth­
ing major, and there was barely any

as their guardians, remaining with the 
flock and alerting it to danger. Other 
literature told of instances when the 
dogs became too protective of the 
flock, and not even the shepherd 
could get near it.

I couldn't imagine using dogs 
with sheep for any purpose. We’ve 
never used dogs for herding, and 
everything I've ever known about 
dogs and sheep said the two just 
don 'l mix. After all. I'd known times 
when a pack of dogs had done as 
much damage to a flock of sheep 
in one night as the Coyote clan did 
in an entire summer.

There were two straws left in the 
stack — get rid of the sheep or try and Asia where they

Once guardian dogs have become integrated with the 
flock, sheep pay the dogs little attention.

near the pen with their sheep.
I spent that summer watching — 

more than anything — as Bucky 
and Bess went about their job of 
guarding the sheep, a trait which 
the dogs possess through their 
natural instincts. The only com­
mands they learned from me and 
which they seemed to learn natu­
rally were, “slop," “no," and “get 
back.” The dogs responded 
promptly to little more than a raised t a 

sharp word to dis­
courage him, and 
Bucky never both­
ered the lamb again.

The problem in 
the other pen was 
just the reverse. On 
almost every occa­
sion when I ap­
proached this pen I 
would find Bess 
crouched beneath 
the feed trough. No 
amount of coaxing 
would bring her 
out. But neither did 
she try to leave the 

pen when no one was around. Her 
desire to remain under the trough 
puzzled me, but some days later I 
put the pieces together.

In addition to the lambs in her pen, 
I had placed a couple senior ewes 
to help the pup become accustomed 
to the larger sheep, and vice versa. 
1 chose the aged ewes, because I 
felt they were least likely to be ag­
gressive toward the pup. Yelps of 
distress drew my attention to 

See BESS, page 17

previous summer market lamb prices 
‘ ‘ . 5 cents a [

There certainly was no profit in the 
venture, and there seemed to be little 
reason to keep the sheep for another 
season. But I had to wonder, if the 
sheep were out of the picture, what 
would the Coyote clan feed on in 
their absence?

By then there had already been while they all have instinctive guard­

blood, but yet it was obvious the 
dog had gnawed the lamb’s leg. I 
removed the lamb from the pen as 
instructed by literature about the 
dogs. The lamb was put out with 
180 other feeder lambs of similar 
size and kind. TVvo weeks later when 
Bucky was introduced to this group 
of lambs, he wasted no time in find­
ing the lamb on whose leg he had 
gnawed and singled it out from the 
other 179 lambs. But it took only

ries. There are even 
pound, those who speculate 

that (he use of 
guardian dogs goes 
back as far as biblical times, and 
the shepherds who visited 
Bethlehem left their flocks in the 
care of guardian dogs.

The natures of these dogs vary;

weeks that spring, buzzards were 
circling over a lamb carcass in the 
front meadow, and no more than 20 
yards from the front gate to my yard.

To that point there was only one 
predation control method we had not 
tried with the sheep — use of a live­
stock guardian dog. For that matter, sky, keeping the sheep

way down on the list of techniques
..._□ - ---------—-— ---J-jon.
Literature on these dogs claimed they
would bond to the sheep and serve ficer, I resigned myself to giving live-

tlie guardian dogs. Getting rid of the have been used as 
sheep seemed like a good idea. The guardians for centu-

circuit checking the traps and snares had dropped t0 45 
for catches. I found Ulis less than — 
thrilling. Davy Crockett I’m not.

The next spring came and so did 
a new crop of lambs. We resigned 
ourselves to keeping tlie lambs in 
the front meadow where the fence 
was new and tight. Here we be­
lieved the lambs would be safe from 
the Coyote clan. In a matter of a few



Real Estate in

Bill Rapp, Realtor

1 J&J

337-1241

Main Street

TORO

r624 North Augusta St?
Staunton

Residential
Development 

Commercial 
Investment 

Rentals

STAR 
DUNLOP

Weldon Dean of Cross 
Keys with a Romanov 
ewe and its lambs

MICHELIN 
FIRESTONE

2 Stoneridce Drive 
Waynesboro, Va. 22980

i a 
right- I

943-3183, office 
942-1562, home 
1-800-868-0023

•to qualified buyers

Model 13-38XL 
Lawn Tractor with 
38“ mowing deck 

. so you know

Maple Lane Farm Veterinary Service P.C.
William C. Call, DVM 

Caring for Cattle, Sheep, and Goats 
Herd Health and Production Medicine Services

For Appointments or Emergencies 
540/248-1838

Mt. Sidney, Va. 24467

Continued from page 8
Hraves. wanted his dug tn answer 
the phone, wake him up, and tell him 
when the microwave oven buzzes.

John also wants to be able to 
walk to school. A properly trained 
dog will respond to traffic.

The dog lias mastered all its skills 
exci " ” ' ' _ '
addition to those skills mentioned, 
the dog “fetches” John for his 
mother and can turn light switches 
off and on to get John’s attention.

HERSHEY TIRE CO, INC. 
Founded on the Golden Rule — 

a -Recapping 
x -Wheel Balancing 

-Farm Tire Service
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ByJEFFISHEE____________ _
CROSS KEYS—"If I were 35 or 

40years old, I’d be expanding right 
now,” says Weldon Dean of 
Rockingham County. This ener­
getic and wise sheep producer, 
who lives and farms with his wife 
Shirley near the Cross Keys com­
munity, is winding down his op­
eration, however.

Having oblained his goals and 
being well-deserving of retire­
ment, Dean is letting the size, but 
not the quality, of his award-win­
ning sheep operation taper off. In 
recognition of his accomplish­
ments in sheep production, Dean 
was named the Roy A. Meek 
Sheep Producer of the Year for
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WeWon Dean of Cross Keys honored by
A O A O
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800/219-3167 v/hcn you want it done

•ilvertiaen, and let them know

•Our trained people know the products they're selling, 
exactly what you’re buying.

•We sell only fully assembled, serviced products.
•We service what we sell. Factory authorized warranty and repair work 

with available pickup and delivery.
•You can rely on us to provide you with the best Toro Wheel Horse 

products and service.

Cohron’s Hardware, 220 N. Main St.
Stuarts Draft

Since the trainer lives only four 
miles from John’s house, he sees the 
deyr treeiuently. and they spend week­
ends together. As soon as Maggie 
masters traffic avoidance, she will go 
to live with John permanently.

Maggie sat dutifully at John’s feet 
during the Christmas party. She did 
manage to coax numerous treats 
from him and others and enjoyed a 

:ept traffic avoidance training. In great deal of ear scratching. She al- 
i... ,-.i .i t, , most seemed to enjoy the company

of the crowd and the attention of 
the other dogs in the room.

Maggie almost seemed to smile. —

Virginia Sheep Producers Association
1996 in December at the 
Virginia/North Carolina 
Shepherds Symposium in 
Blacksburg.

When Dean heard that 
Rock-ingham County Ex­

tension Agent Pete Martens had 
nominated him for the award, he 
said he thought to himself, “Well, 
it’ll never happen.” But when he 
was called by telephone and re­
ceived official notification that he 
had won the award. Dean says, 
“It really was a surprise. Pete had 
told me I had a really good chance 
to win it. It was a nice enough 
award that we went to Blacksburg 
in a snowstorm to get it.”

Dean says that now is the time 
to be in sheep production.

"Right now, for the sheep 
people, the ones that get out and 
roll their sleeves up and work and 
look after the animals, I think that 
sheep could be one of the best 
enterprises on any farm.”

Divulging the scope of his op­
eration, he says, "In 1995 we had 
around 300 ewes. In 1996, we cut it 
back to about 250. Here in 1997,

Weldon and Shirley Dean of Cross Keys
Photos by Jeff Ishee

ewes that had five lambs each. 
That was kind of exciting.

“I think that sheep can be very 
profitable," says Dean. “I believe 
that a farmer could probably do 
some lambing in tile fall, then some 
in the spring to split their income 
up. I think this could be done eco­
nomically, especially with the pro­
lific breeds like the Romanov. The 
Finns and some of the Dorsets can 
be good also.”

The Deans acquired their

we're down to about 150 ewes, 
mainly because of our age. About 
25 of the ewes we have now are 
purebred Romanov.”

Pride is readily apparent in his 
sage expression as Dean notes. 
“Last year, we weaned 200 per­
cent lamb crop.” This spring has 
been exciting on the farm, as 
Dean noted by saying “six of our 
ewes have had quadruplets so 
far this year, and I’ve stopped 
counting the number of triplets. 
Quads are not unusual here on 
our farm. Last year we had three

current farm in 1980 and started 
with sheep in 1986.

"Our lambing percentage at that 
time was 150 percent, which ev­
erybody thought was really 
good,” Dean says. “But we strived 
to do better. Prior to sheep, we 
were in the poultry business for 
about 25 years with both commer­
cial layers and broilers. Then we 
were in feeder cattle, and we kept 
them until 1986.”

Dean gives his wife credit 
for much of the farm op­
eration’s success.

“My wife Shirley has been a 
big help here in this opera­
tion." Dean notes. “She did it 
all for a long time until I retired 
from off-farm work in 1992. She 
basically ran the farm. Without 
her, 1 don’t know if we could 
have made it.”

------ Not only have they made it, but 
the Deans established an award­
winning sheep operation on their 
farm in the process.

These days, when Dean goes 
out to shepherd his flock, he al­
ways takes a look to the east 
just down the farm lane. There 
by the road is a brand new home 
which Dean designed and built. 
Construction is almost com­
plete. He and Shirley can hardly 
wait to move in. A man of many 
talents, V/eldon Dean deserves 
to sit back and enjoy life. He still 
maintains, however, “If I were 
35 or 40 years old...” —
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raw

4piy 
4 ply 
6 ply 
6 ply 
6 ply 
6 ply 
6 ply

Craigsville 
Craig St

Staunton 
2216 W. Beverley St.

18.4- 34
13.6-38
15.5- 38
18.4-38

$308.50
$228.00
$229.95
$350.00

now on sale

$146.20
$159.20
$179.95
$235.50
$257.00
$269.00
$349.00

Photo by Jett Ishee

markets in the area. The Staunton/ 
Augusta Fanners’ Market, how­
ever, was closer, had a lot more 
people, and was a lot better envi­
ronment,” Jim said. "Direct market­
ing is about the only way to go [for 
a small farmer] these days. It cuts 
the middle man out,” he continued. 
“Why should you do all the work, 
then have your produce trucked 
away, and have somebody else put 
the money in their pocket? You can 
sell it yourself and pul all the money 
in your pocket.”

Staunton 
542 Greenville Ave.

Waynesboro
1220 W. Broad St.

Stuarts Draft
101 Greenville Rd.

Store Owner and 5tana£tr, 
David Surratt

STAUNTON — Opening day of 
the Staunton/Augusta Farmers' 
Market is April 12.

The market is located at the 
Wharf Parking Lot in downtown 
Staunton. Hours are 7 a.m.-noon, 
rain or shine. For more information, 
contact Market Master Marilyn 
Young at 885-7593.

Products anticipated to be avail-

Verona 
Rt. 612E.

Churchville
Rt 250
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and she looked at the pumpkins on 
the table. Then she looked at the 
pumpkins on the truck and asked. 
‘Is that all the pumpkins you 
have?’ I told her there were more 
where these came from, and then 
asked her, ‘Well, how many do you 
want?’ She said, ‘Oh, I need 1,500.’ 
When I asked her if she realized 
how many 1.500 pumpkins is, she 
replied Well, no.' I then told her 
that there were about 200 pump­
kins on this truck. To get 1,500, you

weighed about five or six pounds 
each. The conditions were just per­
fect for growing that particular year, 
and the crop was really nice," he 
said. “I was selling pumpkins off an 
old short bed Chevrolet at the local 
farmers’ market one Saturday morn­
ing, and had maybe 200 pumpkins 
on the truck. There were also a few 
on display on a table out front.

IT ru-Grip
Fair m Tores
Rear Farm
Tore Sale

Susan and Jim Randall of Fort Defiance prepare for the 
fifth season of the Staunton/Augusta Farmers' Market 
which will open April 12 on the Wharf Parking Lot in 
downtown Staunton.
Susan advises other growers: “It

able on opening day of the Staunton/ 
Augusta Farmers’ Market are:

Baked goods including fresh 
bread, rolls, cakes, pies, cinnamon 
buns, maple donuts;

Meats and poultry including fresh 
eggs, chicken, beef, pork, rabbit;

Plants including day lilies, Chi­
nese cabbage, pansies, snap drag­
ons, petunias, broccoli, lettuce, cab-

♦JIBE

Parts

ByJEFFISHEE

FORT DEFIANCE — Watering 
thousands of plants by hand daily, 
Susan Randall listens to the radio and 
thinks about what will be happening 
one day very soon—specifically April 
12. Coming off a record market season 
last year, Augusta County farmers Jim 
and Susan Randall are eagerly antici­
pating the opening day of the 
Staunton/Augusta Farmers' Market.

“We’ll have a lot of plants this 
year, even on opening day” said 
Jim, who has been an anchor ven­
dor at the market since its incep­
tion five years ago. The Randalls 
are owner/operators of Elk Run 
Farm, a 30-acre diversified cattle/ 
vegetable/small grain farm between 
Fort Defiance and New Hope.

“We bought this farm in 1980,” 
reports Jim, "because it is table-top 
flat, has no rocks, and has plenty of 
good waler on it. Since then, we’ve 
been growing mixed vegetables and 
raising Holstein calves.”

Both Jim and Susan work full-time
jobs and run the farm in (what they js definitely worthwhile (for a small
—,„™\ .I--;, fanT1 operation) if you have the ex­

perience and the education neces­
sary to operate a greenhouse."

The Randalls are firm believers 
in marketing their farm products 
directly to the customer.

“Where 1 grew up, there were a 
lol of small farmers’ markets just 
like the one in Staunton. Since mov- 
ing here, we’ve tried most of the

LfotEOotrEiteiO
/A '\i

Serving the needs of Augusta County 
since 1929.

Market to ©pein Aprffll 12
bages, fems, ivy, philodendron;

Vegetables including radishes, 
asparagus, rhubarb;

Other items including honey, 
buckwheat flour, apple butter, 
herbal vinegars, jelly, gourd bird­
houses and handmade soap. — 

Va. Beef Expo 
is April 25-27

HARRISONBURG - The eighth 
annual Virginia Beef Expo will be 
held April 25-27 at the Rockingham 
County Fairgrounds.

The Expo is for its industry as 
well as the general public with a 
trade show and educational pro­
grams to help tell the story of the 
beef industry in Virginia. Livestock 
exhibits, contests, and commercial 
and purebred sales will be featured 
during the event

Many youth events are planned 
for this year’s Expo. A crowd fa­
vorite in previous years has been 
the youth cattle working contest.

For a schedule of events or infor­
mation about the Beef Expo call 540/ 
992-1009 or the Augusta County 
Extension Office at 245-5750. —

RamdaDHs ready for markers ffnfftlh seasoim
The Randalls are particularly 

proud of their buckwheat flour. The 
grain is not only planted, grown 
and harvested by the couple, but 
“processed right here on the farm," 
says Jim. “We sell the buckwheat 
flour straight to our customers at 
the farmers' market. I imagine most 
people make it into buckwheat pan­
cakes or something else on Sun­
day morning after the market."

Jim realized the power of selling 
his products at farmers’ markets 
several years ago when he was . .
growing pumpkins for a market in pitched in, and we formed a line to 
New Jersey. “We had about an acre unload. I left her my name and 
of the small sugar pumpkins that phone number and told her to call

j —. r.-------- :--------- 1- me jf she needed any more. Well,
she called me back on Wednesday 
night and bashfully asked, ‘Can 
you bring me 1,200 more?’" Jim was 
astounded by the question.

“It turns out that she was using 
the pumpkins as a goodwill gesture 
and marketing tool for her real es­
tate business. She gave almost ev­
erybody in that town a pumpkin that

“Well, this lady comes along, year, and every pumpkin had a tag 
... , -------- --------- with her name on it. It was a won­

derful advertisement for her, and it 
was even greater for me,” Jim said.
“At a farmers' market, you never 
know what’s going to happen."

Jim and Susan laugh when they 
retell the mega-pumpkin story. 
Farmers’ markets have certainly 
been good to them. They really 
love their customers, and their cus­
tomers really seem to enjoy the 
Randall's products — fresh from 
Elk Run Farm.—

modestly term) their “spare time." 
About five years ago, the couple 
decided to experiment with green­
house methods of production.

‘We’ve been very pleased with the 
outcome" recounted Susan. “We 
started with cold frames and worked 
our way up. Every year we find our- 
selves adding on to keep up with de­
mand. It has worked out really well."

I Complete Home & Auto Center
I Est. in 1973

I/7 fc.<
11.2-28
12.4- 28
13.6-28
14.9- 28
16.9- 28
16.9- 30
18.4- 30

6 ply
6 ply 
6 ply
8 ply

Rear farm chains
Also aii front tires & 

fullll Dine of rilb implements
Located 

Acrooo Stroot From
Super Wal-Mart 

Richmond Rd. 
SUuntcn, VA 
885-8141

‘^^800-223-6460

.MART-

are talking about several truck­
loads! “I then inquired, ‘Are you 
sure you want 1,500?’ She said I’m 
sure.’ I suggested, ‘How about if I 
bring you a thousand, see how 
you do, and then you can call me 
back?’ This was on a Saturday 
morning at the farmers’ market,” 
Jim continued. ‘‘We settled on a 
price, and on Monday morning, I 
delivered a thousand pumpkins to 
her office, which was a real estate 
business. We literally filled her of­
fice with pumpkins. Everybody

unload. I left her my name and
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its FFA chapter. He participates in

0

Cleve L. Fredricksen

speaking, and Jiveslock judging. He 
has shown both steers and hogs in 
Ute annual Market Animal Show. In 
addition to the cattle he exhibits, 
Lawson owns 20 head of beef cattle 
and is interested in pursuing a ca­
reer in agriculture. Lawson is the son 
of Jeff and Barbara Lawson.

Coleman is a member of the 
Middlebrook 4-H Livestock Club

Saturdays Starting April 12th 
Now lu Our 5th Year! 
Local GrowersOBaked Goods 
O Naturally Raised Meats O

Eggs O Bedding Plants 
d Rain Or Sninsd

I
1 Please 

patronize our 
advertisers, 
and tell them 
you saw their 
ad in 
Augusta 
Country.

environment to live and farm."
The vast majority of Virginia’s 

cattle are pastured. Manure is put 
back on the grazing land where it 
fertilizes forage growth and helps 
maintain water and mineral cycles. 
VCA officials report: ‘The USDA 
has reported that soil productiv­
ity, water quality and air purity are 
better maintained under the perma-

ByBETTYJO HAMILTON
STUARTS DRAFT—Two Au­

gusta County youth were hon­
ored recently by the Augusta 
County Feeder Calf Association 
at its annual meeting.

Troy Lawson of Churchville and 
Jonathan Coleman of Arbor Hill re­
ceived the association's Youth Beef 
Awards for 1997. Lawson was rec­
ognized as the county’s outstand­
ing FFA member and Coleman was

7am to Noon
Historic Downtown Staunton 

Located at the Wharf Parking Lot on Johnson Street I 
For Information about selling at the market call 885-7593 Beverly S. Fredricksen

Mike Schooley, right, president of the Augusta County 
Feeder Calf Association, congratulates Jonathan Coleman, 
center, and Troy Lawson for receiving the association’s 
Youth Beef Awards for 1996. AC staff photo

ByJEFFISHEE

HOT SPRINGS — Hundreds of 
people involved in Virginia's cattle 
industry gathered at The Home­
stead in Hot Springs recently 
where they heard Texas rancher 
Clark Willingham declare: “U.S. 
beef is the standard in the world to 
meet." Willingham is president­
elect of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association.

A graduate ofTexasTech Univer­
sity and past president of the Texas 
Cattle Feeders, Willingham ad­
dressed the Virginia Beef Industry 
Convention as the keynote speaker. 
He told the assembly that is was im­
portant for producers to remember 
that "we are all involved in a great 
industry... and I bring you good news

in Augusta County being increased 
according to the production poten­
tial of land of various soil types. 
Members discussed the issue and 
directed Schooley to send a letter 
to the Augusta County commis­
sioner of the revenue. This letter is 
to detail the feeder calf asso­
ciation’s position on holding the 
tax rate at its existing level.

The association elected Mac 
Swortzel, Bob Wise, and John 
McAllister as new board mem-

nent vegetative cover of well-man- 
aged grazing lands than with any 
other land use system."

As beef prices appear to be on 
the rebound, most cattle produc­
ers in attendance at the Virginia 
Beef Industry Convention are hop­
ing Willingham’s declaration “beef 
is back" proves to be true in up­
coming spring sales. —

today. Beef is back!" This was wel­
come news to most of the audience, 
as the beef industry has been strug­
gling financially. Most members of 
the audience were aware, however, 
that the cattle market has begun to 
show some strength.

Willingham attributed the better 
prices to several factors. “We have 
finally realized that we, as an in­
dustry, must be consumer driven. 
Your own association here in Vir­
ginia has taken up that ideal and is 
publicizing the positive aspects 
about beef and nutritional value," 
he said. Indeed, the Virginia 
Cattlemen’s Association (VCA),

bers, each to serve three-year 
terms. Directors rotating off the 
board are Terry Smiley, Mike 
Hemp, and Schooley.

Feeder cattle sale dates for 1997 
were announced. State-graded sales 
will be held at Staunton Union Stock- 
yard on New Hope Road March 25, 
April 8, Aug. 12, Sept. 9, Oct. 14, 
and Nov. 11. For information about 
consigning feeder cattle to these 
sales, call the Augusta County Ex- 
tension Office at 245-5750. —

member, each of whom excelled in 
beef production projects.

Lawson is a student at Buffalo
Gap High School and a member of less. Market prices for black-hided 
its FFA chapter. He participates in heifers in 1996 were in the 49-cent 
parliamentary procedure, public per pound range while discounts on 
---- ...-------- 1 ir.—,„i. — u. heifers of other colors ranged from

20 cents to $7.50 per hundredweight.
McKinnon noted, however, that 

producers cannot just look at price 
per pound figures to determine the 
value of crossbred cattle. Using their cattle before selecting a par-
ul—'• *------ --  i-----1:__ ticular type of crossbreeding.

"If you're the average producer 
in Virginia and not selling trailer 

ing can make up the difference from load lots, you can’t be ‘The Lone

Analyzing data on weight 
showed that crossbred cattle are

the event. He addressed the topic other than black cattle may make up 

count in the per head price of the 
cattle because “there’s more 
pounds to sell in that critter."

The only exception to this sur­
faced in examination of the use of 
Hereford bulls crossed with black/ 

  whiteface cows. McKinnon ex- 
at 1996>markets were in the 62-cent plained that producers need to con- 

■ - ----------'—J sider that this cross yields cattle
which outweigh straight Angus by 
very few pounds and that some of 
the calves will be red-hided.

While figures on crossbred 
cattle looked encouraging from an 
income perspective, McKinnon 
urged producers to use caution in 
their breeding strategies.

“If you’re crossbreeding, you’ve 
got to address the issue of replace­
ment females,” he said.

He also advised producers to 
think about potential markets for

per pound range. For steers colored 
...o  _ other than black, the price per hun- 
selected as the outstanding 4-H dredweight was $3 to $8 less.

• - ’ " " Likewise, the same was true for
heifers, according to McKinnon, 
however he noted the variation was

JO ILLt-il VUUllU j, 11 X

Feeder Calf Association recognizes Augusta y°utn
scientist, was keynote speaker for noted that cattle producers selling 

of cattle and color and explained the difference on the per pound dis­
how this makes a difference "
when cattle are sold.

Market prices on feeder cattle 
show black-hided animals bring 
higher dollars per pound than cattle 
of other colors, McKinnon said. For 
steers, prices for black-hided cattle

Ranger.’ Think about fitting your 
breed of cattle so they look a little 
bit like your neighbor's (cattle),” 
McKinnon concluded.

of the same age at market time. President Mike Schooley 
“Dollars per head is comparable,” brought association members up 

McKinnon said, “because cross- --------:‘—■
bred calves are generally heavier 
than straight Angus cattle.” He

ALPACAS.O0
the perfect

livestock
mvestmen^

Route 1 Box 364 
Spottswood, Virginia 24475 

(540) 377-2054

black Angus as a baseline, 
McKinnon explained how the hy­
brid vigor created by crossbreed-

and serves as its treasurer. He par- per pound price to per head price, 
ticipales in livestock judging and x--r..™:__ j_._ — —-:-u- 
exhibits cattle at various shows
throughout the state. This past fall heavier than straightbred Angus 
he exhibited the Grand Champion of the same age at market time.
Hereford heifer al the Virginia
Slate Fair. Coleman is lhe son of McKinnon said, "because cross- to date on the organization's busi-
J.R. and Belly Coleman. bred calves are generally heavier ness. He polled members conccm-

BillMcKinnon. Extension animal than straight Angus cattle." He ing the issue of land use taxation

Texas raiacliieir teffls Vfirgimfiai cattlemen ‘beef is back’ 
headquartered in Daleville, has de­
vised a campaign to publicize "lhe 
fact that beef is much lower in cho­
lesterol than most people think.”

In its promotional brochure, the 
VCA maintains “three ounces of 
trimmed, cooked beef contain 73 
milligrams of cholesterol. By com­
parison, the same amount of 
chicken, with skin removed, con­
tains 76 mg.”

Willingham reminded the con­
vention, “Cowboys were the first 
environmentalists. We've always 
cared for the land, the water, and 
the animals. We have known all 
along that we need to have a good
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was too weak to get out of the car,

U

AUTO LIFE

ii this way anticipating a tasty meal

I

I

934 N. AUGUSTA ST.
STAUNTON, VA.

Beneath a trough was a good enough hiding place for 
this 10-week-old guardian pup which retreated there to 
avoid confrontations with a less-than-hospitable ewe.

Photo by Betty Jo Hamilton

/

into a feeding frenzy, suckling as 
|virrl oe »1—1 — >:•

black tails sticking in the air wig-

of McLamb nuggets.
As Mr. Coyote approaches the 

farm, he’s thinking about his next 
meal and wondering where those 
plump marshmallows on tooth­
picks are. He comes in downwind 
so the sheep won’t pick up his 
scent. But the strong breezes blow­
ing directly in Mr. Coyote's face 
cany a new scent this time. Sud­
denly Mr. Coyote detects the scent 
of another canine’s markings, and 
instead of wondering what's for 
lunch, he starts wondering whose 
territory he has entered and whose 
lunch he might become. Having 
adopted a whole other attitude 
about the situation, Mr. Coyote 
decides that it would just be a good 
idea to steer clear of this area.

■
* food they eat. And the only thing

' ■ i I • ™ else the dogs ask for is an occa-
j • - / ’ sional pat on the head and to be

\ i
M’.'"

her in the car for our last trip to­
gether. Once we got going, she 
seemed to rally a bit, perhaps ener-

— up a 20-foot utility pole. And that 
cat would still be up that pole had I 
not intervened.

But attack is not what guard­
ian dogs are meant to do. The 

pas­
tures establishes a basic rule of 
nature — this is my territory, and 
everybody else better steer clear. 
These dogs spend quite a bit of 
time marking their territory with 
urine and droppings. They do this 
everywhere they go which is ev­
erywhere the sheep go.

Even though we haven't had 
problems, we know the Coyotes 
are still out there because there has 
been coyote predation in the neigh­
borhood since we got the guard­
ian dogs. But let’s assume for a 
moment that Mr. Coyote did come

•Bess
Continued from page 13 

the pen one day where I found one 
of the ewes slamming Bess against 
a metal gate. That’s reason enough 
to hide under a trough, 1 guess. But. 
in typical Maremma fashion, Bess 
was undaunted by the battering. 
Even today when a cranky ewe butts 
her, Bess just flops over and turns 
up her belly in submission.

The next spring after acquiring 
the Maremma pups, another lamb 
crop came, but by this time Bucky 
and Bess were a full year old. Even 
though these dogs don’t usually 
develop their guardian traits com­
pletely until about their 18th month, 
Bucky and Bess moved about the 
pasture in full command of the situ­
ation and "their sheep.”

When turnout time came, I grit­
ted my teeth and sent the ewes and 
lambs out to pasture under the 
watchful eye of their canine guard­
ians. Since Bucky and Bess’ arrival 
in the spring of 1994, there have 
been no losses to coyote preda­
tion on the farm. So why did the
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than $100 a head now. Are guard­
ian dogs worth it? Let’s see, 65 
times $100... that’s $6,500.1 think 
that more than covers the little dog

HOME
HEALTH 

^^rdirutdto Jdtriiny 

our ^uotonurs

left alone with their sheep.
Will livestock guardian dogs 

work with any flock? No. Will they 
work with most flocks? Maybe.

A large part of the success of 
guardian dogs depends on the 
shepherd’s ability to be flexible 
enough to allow the dogs to work. 
They are difficult to mold into spe­
cific behavior patterns, because 
they choose to make most of their 
decisions independent of instruc­
tion. They also stand less chance 
of succeeding in high-traffic or 
densely populated areas. They 
appear to be best suited for open 
areas where they have consider­
able ground to cover. However, 
they can be adapted to small areas 
for those who are willing to put in 
the effort to help the dogs under­
stand their boundaries. For our 
purposes, Bucky and Bess proved 
that guardian dogs can be integral 
to a successful sheep operation.

Sadly we lost Bucky last summer 
when he was run over by a truck. It 
was one of those things the litera­
ture had warned about — guardian 
dogs' longevity may be brief be­
cause of the hazardous duty of their 
responsibilities. And males particu­
larly are territorial to a fault, even 
when it comes to posturing their 
dominance with trucks and other 
heavy duly vehicles.

mea to steer clear ot this area. But the fall before Bucky died,
But what if Mr. Coyote does get Bess had delivered eight plump 

brave—orstupid—and try to chance pups, Bucky's offspring, which by
it? Maybe the sheep don’t have a the time of his death were well on 
clue, but the guardian dogs do. They their way to fulfilling their poten- 
spot a stranger—be it two-legged or tial as livestock guardians. Five of

these pups are now working on 
sheep farms as guardians and three 
are "household guardians.”

Before Bucky and Bess came 
along, I spent a lot of nights ly­
ing awake wondering how many 
coyotes were killing how many 
lambs. Even when I slept, I 
dreamed about coyotes floating 
into the pasture and killing at will, 
several of them at a time, with me 
in hot pursuit but completely un­
able to do anything about it.

When Bucky and Bess first be­
gan their duties as guardian dogs, 
I continued to spend nights lying 
awake. But I was awake because 
there were two dogs in the pasture 
barking and barking and barking. 
Before long, I got used to their 
barking and quit wondering what 
they were barking at. For as long 
as they were barking, I knew they 
knew something was out there, 
and they weren’t about to let it 
get close to their sheep.

Losing sleep over lost sheep used 
to be one of the many things that 
kept us awake nights down on the 
farm. At least now, with the help of 
livestock guardian dogs, there’s one 
less reason for the sheep and I to 
stay awake. And now, instead of 

'ten I count sheep, I 
just pet Bess and her two helpers, 
Big Curly and Buddy, and thank 
them for a job well done. —

spot a stranger—be it two-legged or 
four-legged — and they begin bark­
ing immediately. One of the guardian 
dogs, usually the male, comes charg­
ing out of the flock barking, its head 
and tail high, hackles up.

The other guardian dog, usu­
ally the female, makes a brief ap­
pearance doing the same then 
races back to the flock, gathers 
them up, and moves them away 
from danger. Isn't this a great 
setup?!? And what makes it even 
greater is that it’s a natural solu­
tion to a natural problem. No 
more complaints from carping 
animal rights advocates. The 
sheep are safe, and nobody from 
the Coyote clan gets hurt.

Bucky and Bess proved early on 
in this great experiment that they 
were more than capable of taking 
care of the sheep. Folks often ask 
if these rather large dogs, which 
can weigh from 65 to 120 pounds, 
don't require a lot of feed, and is it 
really worth it? The answer is: 
They require some feed, but not a 
lot; they mostly prefer to fend for 
themselves. A good size ground­
hog will last them for a week, and 
they will not forsake it for store- 
bought dogfood even if it is of­
fered. The lamb market has im- suly awaxe. zvn 
proved substantially since Bucky losing sleep whi 
and Bess came onboard. In fact, it’s 
at its highest point in history. 
Slaughter lambs are worth more

from one piece of furniture to an­
other watching and peering with 
eyes as big as saucers. And when . . .......
all 10 puppies worked themselves gized by the ride. Although she

See TRIP, page 24
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•Misty
Continued from page 11

Wait a minute.
We put three animals in the base­

ment and one, two, three... four 
came out! I gave chase to the 
group, and we paraded through the 
house at a rapid pace. In the 
kitchen, around the living room and 
dining room, through the hall into 
the bedroom. Finally, I had every­
one cornered, and I reached for the 
offending interloper. Suddenly the 
little mongrel who had been bold 
enough to break into our house and 
leap five feet into pitch darkness 
to win his woman had had enough. 
He went limp, apparently in a dead 
faint, and I was able to pick up the 
bundle of curls and lay him out­
side where he soon roused and trot­
ted away. He continued his court­
ing for a few more days, but at a 
respectful distance.

Misty’s second heat was no less 
eventful. This time we brought my 
brother's registered shepherd over 
for a hoped-for consummation 
which, try though they might, never 
occurred. Several more heats and was^promptly spayed. Byjhe til 
breeding attempts passed with no ‘ 
puppies and no cash windfall.

By the time Misty was 3, we fig­
ured that she was infertile and be­
gan to worry less about visiting 
suitors when she came into heat. 
That was a wrong decision on our 
parts. As soon as we let our guard 
down, she eloped. For Misty and 
the neighbor's black Labrador, 
Spud, it was lust at first sight, and 
they took off for a night of love in 
the swamp behind our house.

Debates about whether they
“had” or "hadn’t” were w w
extinguished when Misty’s stom- S1S cancer. Once the diagnosis

was made she slipped away very 
quickly, and the dog who had

, _ ______ ___ w bonded so closely with us was
joyous occasion arrived on March soon gone forever. Ironically there

J r ’ r _rry was a great deal of closure to her 
puppy emerged and wiggled into a departure. As the fluid built up in 
CmiAnl'inn latf Io ni la D.. ! — • — _ r.   1 — __ i..

uncomfortable. Her large, alert ears 
were no 1 _ ....
as if enduring a terrible burden. 
Knowing that my husband Randy,

snowy white dog nursing 10 ’n Highland County for the week-
... was ’’“fnr them ™n a stray cat — and bow

no mother prouder than Misty. The t0 heG and knowing her love for ,h 
cat was also intrigued. He sneaked nd.ng in the car, I carefully helped

noon the family was complete — 
10 living, squeaking black rats and 
one more who had only lived long 
enough to take a single breath. - - ------ '■

The final picture was ludicrous beaded out to our camp
— at . "
solid black puppies, but there end, would want to say good-bye slray cats are fair game. I once saw

gling, he could stand it no more. 
He launched himself in the middle 
of the pile and began batting tails 
hither and yon with his paws. To 
him the puppies were an irresist­
ible draw, but he was always firmly 
and gently repulsed by a push from 
Misty's big head.

Because Spud was a registered 
lab and Misty was a registered 
shepherd, there would be no pile 
of money from this swamp rendez­
vous. We did, however, make birth 
certificates outlining the family lin­
eage for each “purebred mutt."

Good homes were found for nine 
puppies, and we kept the 10th, be­
cause she was the only one who 
resembled her mother. (She had a 
patch of white the size of a silver 
dollar on her chest). Ginny inher­
ited almost nothing else from her 
mother except some goofy black 
ears that would try to stand up, gel 
about halfway and then stick 
straight out from her head with tips 
pointing downward.

Ginny turned out to be a won­
derful family dog, however, and a 
good companion for Misty who 

' ime 
the following spring rolled around, 
our family of two dogs and a cat 
settled into a routine that contin­
ued for half a dozen years.

Then, in 1994, abnormal became 
normal. Ginny developed severe 
liver disease and took an extended 
"vacation" to Virginia Tech veteri- 
nary school for treatment. Just 
when we pulled her back from the 
brink of death, we noticed things 
weren’t quite right with Misty.

An increased amount of panting 
and some enlarged lymph nodes 

quickly finally pointed to the grim diagno- 
SIS nf rnnrpr Hnrp th«» rlinonneic

ach began looking like a pumpkin. 
A visit to the vet confirmed the 
eventuality of a "large" litter. The

29 and for six hours puppy after 
puppy emerged and wiggled into » - r-- ---------- ------ -- ■■■ Coyote cian stop coming?
squeaking little pile. By late after- ber body, she became increasingly Somc think guardjan dogs

longer erecTbut drooped ,ike attack dof ’ TnJe' 
....... . no prisoners when it comes to 

groundhogs, skunks, raccoons, 
and muskrats. Cats which are famil­
iar to them are left alone, however
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‘We teach them everything they
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ire, 10-8;

Tux S39

540/337-3576

Bnlh. Tim & Primij Wilson cwsus

Groceries • Gas • Diesel 
Kerosene • Propane 

Black Powder Guns & Accessories 
LARGE Selection of Fishing Tackle 

& Bait • Indian Jewelry & Art 
Camping Supplies • Hardware 

Beer & Wine OFF • Food & Snacks

NEW DELI NOW OPEN

Route 1 Box 367 
Lyndhurst, VA 22952 

540-943-9294

Located on Route 664,2 miles North 
of Sherando Lake/Campgrounds

Introducing a new series of 
prints by Mary Ann Vessey 

•Noah's Ark 
•Peacable Kingdom 

•Jonah and the Whale 
•Garden of Eden 

Please come by to view 
OPEN WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 

10AM5PM 
OTHER DAYS & EVENINGS 

BY APPOINTMENT

“This is a super event, because it’s 
a fun, social, healthy activity that 
supports ever-encouraging re­
search and provides vital services

House for Sale 
3 mi. from Augusta Medical Center 

For more info., call 946-3344. 
Give name & mailing address.

Details will be sent to you.

Located In Mint Spring, 4 miles past 
Staunton Mall on Rt 11 south

Rt 2 Box 392 Staunton, VA 24401 ,

The MS WALK will be held in 
Waynesboro April 13 at 2 p.m. at 
Ridgeview Park. WALKers raise 
funds to support the MS WALK 
from friends, family and co-work­
ers. Throughout the route, the MS 
Society provides rest stops, 
snacks, first aid, and lunch at the 
end courtesy of local businesses.

Pyramid Insurance 
Ssjaoa Solutions, L"=dicar= 

Supplements, LongTerm Care, 
Home Health Care, Cancer 

88S-09S3

wear 
885-7679

for people affected by the disease." 
For information about participat­

ing in the 1997 MS WALK, call 1- 
800-451-0373.—

EHH
...a Traditional Country Store

Maas MggsS everiEgl

Denise Valz, left, Girl Scout field specialist, talks with Bar­
bara Glovier, leader, and Jane Ellen Glover, former Girl 
Scout, at the organization’s 85th anniversary celebration 
held March 15 at Stuart Hall In Staunton. Glover Is wear­
ing a 1920 adult uniform, Glovler’s is an 80s version of the 
same, and Valz’ is the present-day leader uniform.

Photo by Betty jo Hamilton

623 N. Coalter, Staunton 
(across from new Food Lion) 

Bribes 'n Gm^s

All 
formal

f | IX 1---------1Br

build their self esteem and be lead­
ers in the community,” she said.

Today’s Girl Scouts focus on 
“contemporary issues,” Valz said. 
These include preventing teen 
pregnancy, protecting the environ­
ment, promoting cultural pluralism,

gusta County Public Schools, and 
Trimble Bailey, Virginia Women’s 
Institute for Leadership regimental

I _____z___

GM Seourts iwsL present (celebrate S5th anniversary
________________________ . .. 5 , ,,___________ Cadet and Senior scouts of ShenanArts. LindaPetzke of Au-

and drug awareness. For 20th cen­
tury scouts, their fields of study 
are a world apart from those of 
scouts eight decades ago.

“Most of these girls probably 
don’t know how to sew,” Valz said, 
"but they can sit down at a computer 
and do a web page for someone.”

Age groups of scouts are bro­
ken into five levels. Daisies are 5- 
year-olds, Brownies are 6 to 8. Jun­
iors are 9 to 11, Cadets are 12 to 14, 
and Seniors are 15-17. These 
groups spend time studying con­
temporary issues to prepare them 
to meet the challenges of today's 
society, according to Valz. One 
component of scouting hasn’t 
changed, however.

“Outdoor education is one small 
part that hasn't changed." she said.

The 85th anniversary celebration 
in Staunton was just one of many 
which were held throughout the 
state during Girl Scout Week, 
March 9-15. Staunton’s event was 
attended by about 200 past and 
present scouts who were offered 
the opportunity to view memora­
bilia from local scout troops.

Brownies participated in a cul­
tural arts seminar in which they 
learned about Victorian life and

AC Staff Report

WAYNESBORO — Betty Jo 
Price, an employee of WalMart in 
Lexington, was selected to be the 
Waynesboro MS WALK Honoree 
for 1997. The announcement came 
from Courtney Rcddington, who is 
Development Coordinator of the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Soci­
ety. Betty Jo has been diagnosed 
with MS for approximately three 
years and says. “I really appreci­
ate the support 1 receive from my 
family and friends.”

nizalion in 1912. The then 52-year- 
old Low was a "woman before her 
time," according to Girl Scout offi­
cials present at the anniversary 
celebration. The event was held at 
Stuart Hall because Low attended 
the girls’school from 1873-1876.

The formation of the Girl Scout 
organization came after Low re­
turned to America from a visit to 
England where men were being or- Valz explained,
ganized to go to war. Feeling that "We teach them everything they 
America would soon be undergo- possibly need to know about to
ing the same preparations. Low *— - ,r " ' ’
determined the need to prepare 
women for the onset of war.

"She wanted to prepare women 
to take over while the men went to 
war."said Denise Valz, Girl Scout 
field specialist. "She taught them

MS WALK Ihioinws Lexmgtoim’s Betty Jo Brice
“We are thrilled that Betty Jo 

will support the MS WALK this 
year, said Reddington. “With 
leaders like Betty Jo, we’ll win 
the fight against MS.”

“I would like to reach out to the 
business and civic community to 
gather support,” Betty Jo said.

to be prepared for anything, and 
that’s what we still try to do."

Low started with a group of 18 
girls in her newly organized pro­
gram. They learned everything 
from the household responsibilities 
of child care, home health care, 
cooking and cleaning to survival 
skills such as first aid. outdoor sur­
vival, and even Morse code. Since 
1912. more than 38 million girls and 
women in the U.S. have been in- 

~ mem­
bership stands at 3 million with 
13,000 of those in the Virginia Sky­
line District. But these scouts have 
a very different focus than did their 
Victorian counterparts.

“Developing self potential, relat­
ing to others, developing values, 
and contributing to society" are 
the areas of emphasis in which 
modem day scouts are schooled,

customs. Cadet and Senior scouts 
attended an afternoon program 
which included speeches by 
women leaders in the community. Institute tor Leaoersmp rt 
Speakers included Kathleen Tosco company commander.

_: Hours: Mon., Wed., Frl. & Sat., 10-5; Tues. & Thu, 
‘ _ Closed Sunday

40 Middlebrook Avenue Located in Historic
: = : 24401 Downtown Staunton
-1, , , at the Train Stati°n

QUILT PATCLM

By BETTY JO HAMILTON

STAUNTON —If it hadn't been 
St. Patrick’s Day weekend, you 
might have thought it was anyway.

Green was the color in abun­
dance at a special observance held 
March 15 at Stuart Hall. The event 
was the celebration of the 85th an­
niversary of the founding of Girl 
Scouts in America.

Savannah. Ga., native Juliette
Low founded the Girl Scout orga- volved in scouting. Today’s

13.000 of those in the Virginia Sky-
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Harriet Baldwin, left, regent of the Beverley Manor chap-

J VDSTA ®KEENWIUSES

337-6957

Staunton and .
high schools who is dedicated to 
the ideals of the DAR which in­

ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, presents 
the American Patriot Scholarship to Lee High senior Sa­
rah Frances Roberson of Swoope. ac staff photo

BUCHANAN

“Teacher of the Year.” Each 
school nominates one teacher 
for the award. A luncheon is 
sponsored by the county 
recognizing nominees and to 
announce the winner. Dennis 
Case, assistant principal at 
RHS, said, "Mrs. Buchanan is 
outstanding in the Work and 
Family Studies Department.” -

Rt. 42N & Rt. 728, Stover Shop Road, 
Churchville, Va. 24421

Specializing
In Indoor Plants

- for the office, for the home, for the business

Open Fri. 1-5; Sat. 12:30-4 
orbyappointment

Kathleen 
Buchanan, 
work and 
family 
studies 
teacher at 
Riverheads 
High 
School, 
was 
nominated

Send information for 
Schoolhouse News to 
augustacountry@iuno.cam

By RUTH JONES
GREENVILLE—This year. Val­

ley Vocational Technical School 
once again held competitions in 
different areas of vocational skill. 
Each area was to fulfil a specific 
task assigned to the students deal­
ing with the job skill they are learn­
ing.

The first competition was at the 
local level. Riverheads High School 
had several first place winners and 
a second place winner. Michael 
Bennett won first in residential wir­
ing, Jonathan Grove won first place 
in carpentry, Heath Potter won first 
place in welding, and Chris Wimer 
won second place in welding. All 
of these students have done ex-

they continued on to district com­
petition in Charlottesville. Stu­
dents competed against three other 
schools. Turner Ashby, Jackson 
River, and Massanutten. Then stu­
dents received their awards and 
heard words of encouragement. 
Heath, Michael, and Jonathan won 
first place in district.

“It was a great accomplishment. 
It’s not often a junior wins a com­
petition," said Bennett.

Now they await the State Con­
ference Competition which occurs 
on April 11-13 in Roanoke. These 
students go on to Virginia Skills 
U.S.A. Champions and will be com­
peting against 11 students. We 
hope all of these young men win 
first again! — RHS stadeimte, 

teacher travel 
on art program
By HEATHER CALDWELL

GREENVILLE—Two seniors and 
a teacher from Riverheads High School 
participated in a special art workshop 
entitled, “3 Days in March."

Troy Richmond and Mary 
Chiaramonte. both advanced art 
students, represented their school 
along with art teacher, June 
Bosserman. Troy, Mary, and Mrs. 
Bosserman traveled and lodged 
expense free thanks to the Virginia 
Museum of Art. To be eligible for 
this trip, each prospective person 
must fill out an application which 
was reviewed by a committee.

Troy, and senior Ashanti Wilson 
from Stuarts Draft High School rep­
resented the Staunton/Augusta Art 
Center. Mary and Dean Hurley from 
Wilson Memorial High School rep­
resented the Shenandoah Valley Art 
Center. Mrs. Bosserman was se­
lected from other teachers through­
out the state and attended the work­
shop with the students. It was a 
great honor, not only to have two 
students attend, but also a teacher.

From March 19 through 21, they 
joined a group of about 90 students 
who participated in functions and 
activities using the theme, “Seeing 
is Believing.” The group toured the 
Virginia Museum of Art and the Uni­
versity of Richmond’s Marsh Gallery. 
While visiting Richmond, Troy, 
Mary, and Mrs. Bosserman viewed 
a production entided, “The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare.” This 
took place at the Barksdale Theatre.

Prior to going to “3 Days in 
March," Troy stated that, “It was 
an honor to be selected for this 
workshop. I had the chance to pre­
view the program and got to take 
part in painting a mural." Mary 
agreed, saying, “It was a really 
good learning experience, and I got 
to focus on the art area I like.” —

AC staff report
STAUNTON — Sarah Frances 

Roberson has been awarded the 
American Patriot Scholarship by the 
Beverley Manor chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution.

The presentation was made at a 
recent chapter meeting.

Miss Roberson is a senior at 
Robert E. Lee High School in 
Staunton. Extracurricular school 
activities include varsity track, and 
symphonic, jazz, and marching 
bands. She is a member of Hebron 
Presbyterian Church and is presi- student, with outstanding quali- 
dent of its youth group. '

The American Patriot Scholar­
ship is awarded each year to an

ceptionally well against tough com­
petition. They have worked hard 
to win.

Chris Wimer, second place win­
ner in welding, said, “It was a great 
learning experience, and it was fun.”

During the welding competition,

ties of achievement, leadership, 
service, and citizenship."

The Lee senior will attend 
outstanding graduating senior of Davidson College in the fall and is 
Staunton and Augusta County considering English as her major. 

J ” ... She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
William C. Roberson of Swoope. —

Chris and Heath worked at three 
different stations for three hours.
After this, judges surveyed their 
welding abilities along with the 
other competitors.

Since Heath, Chris, Michael, and 
Jonathan won at the local level,

Lee stadent receives Americaim Patriot Scholarship
elude devotion to God, home, com­
munity, and country.

The award is based on scholas­
tic achievement, leadership, service 
to the community, church, school, 
and nation, and patriotism and good 
citizenship. Personal qualifications 
of individuals receiving the award 
include loyalty, dependability, and 
all-around superiority including 
sports and social activities during 
four years of high school.

Miss Roberson was recog­
nized by the Beverley Manor 
chapter as being “an excellent

mailto:augustacountry@iuno.cam
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The Hitching Post

Please patronize our advertisers, and tell them 
YOU SAW THEIR AD IN AUGUSTA COUNTRY!

big arena around.
The Virginia organization lists

national organizations, sizable 
prize money and ropings every

Phil Back and Slick hold a steer waiting for their heeler 
to catch the hind feet. Photo courtesy Phil Back

for help when needed.
Build your confidence up

OOM /W"

walks can build confidence on the 
ground. Sometime, just being to-

Nly horse scares me. He can be pushy and 
strong. I'm afraid of getting hurt. I have 
no problem riding him. It is when I am on 
the ground around him that I am not con- 
fident. He doesn’t do anything aggressive, 
it is just me. I think he knows I am a little 
afraid. How can I build up my confidence?

Alisha

3'untiion tHoom

810 Grubert Avenue 
Staunton, VA 24401

540/887-7510
Jack Ingle

J'lill <£irm oQ WaaJi
Couairu} (Dzutan and<£a^oju

Sense

I know that as a large animal I 
can intimidate some people. But I 
have found that the most confident 
people are the ones I trust the most. 
It is because I trust their confidence 
to handle situations that might

Horse

ing to get me.” That would be irra­
tional. Poor trainers who use too 
much fear to control a horse can 
create worse problems.

I would like to see you gain con­
fidence through developing a 
healthy respect for me and what I 
can do. Developing a healthy respect 
means being aware of dangerous situ­
ations, choosing the best time to

By DEBORAH SENSABAUGH

FAIRFIELD — The half-grown 
steer bursts from the chute, legs 
puffing the dust like machine gun 
bursts. For the black horse, ears 
pinned, eyes hard brown, the chase 
is everything as he and the cow­
boy mesh in pursuit. The white 
rope snakes like lightning, settles 
with a snap around wide-spaced 
horns. Philip Back and Slick have 
headed another steer.

With rope dallied on his saddle 
horn. Back reins Slick. Tugged left, 
the steer offers Back’s partner only 
seconds of opening. His rope spits 
out, loop catching both lunging heels, 
immobilizing the steer. The rope is 
complete. And the time is very good.

"We usually get about 10 sec­
onds, but my fastest time is 7.1," 
Back drawls.

Once a rodeo-only event, team 
roping has matured with its own

approval. Information provided in 
this column is meant to be taken as 
general advice. Each horse, rider, 
owner, and situation reflect differ­
ent problems. I.B. 's answers are 
meant to be informative and enjoy­
able, but not binding. Common 
sense in any situation is a must.

I.B. Hoofinit is a fictitious horse 
character developed by Chris 
Marrs as a service to teach horse 
care. Questions tol.B. Hoofinit may 
be submitted to P.O. Box 2955, 
Staunton, Va. 24402. Questions be­
come the property of Chris Marrs, 
and answers are subject to editor

frighten ME. Building up confi­
dence is important in building a 
relationship of trust between you 
and your horse. If you are scared, I 
can sense it. The problem is, if you 
are scared, and I trust in you, then 
I can become scared too. But I don’t 
have a focus for my fear. 1 cannot 
say it is a snake, or a large jump. I 
only know to be afraid. And blind 
fear is probably the worst.

Fear is a healthy emotion. It pro­
tects us from danger. Too much fear 
can cause problems in decision mak­
ing and taking action. I want to as­
sure you that it is O.K. to be afraid of 
your horse. We are large animals and 
because of our size, we can hurt you. 
But most injuries are accidental.

What you need to do is work

into competition. 1116 next two years 
saw him working his way to the top.

“If I didn’t have to work, I’d get 
in more practice time, and I could 
get better faster,” Back laments. His 
40-hour-a-week job at Des Champs 
Laboratories in Natural Bridge 
leaves him only weekends to pur­
sue his fast-moving dream. Des 
Champs is lenient in giving him 
time off to rope and also provides 
a sponsorship. Buckeye Feeds in 
Lexington sponsors him too.

“There’s nowhere to practice lo­
cally. If I had a place to practice, I 
could do better, too. Usually I have 
time to do a couple practice runs at 
the competition. Sometimes, Slick 
and I just go in a rope cold.”

As it is, Back earned enough 
state and Eastern championships 
to take him to the national finals in 
Oklahoma in October. Out of 200 
or so ropers, he made the top 15.

See BACK, page 21

gether can help. No pressure, just a 
relaxed time together that allows you 
both to get to know each other, build 
trust in each other’s intentions, and 
most of all, come to an understand­
ing of attitudes, behaviors, and per­
sonalities.

Yes, there are riders out there that 
can jump on almost any horse and 
ride successfully. But the real bond 
between horse and rider starts on 
the ground. Take the time to build 
that bond and you will have a last­
ing friendship between you and 
your horse. And isn’t confidence 
building just that? Making a friend­
ship that lasts... —

Modkbiridlge roper aims for top eompeftffi®1^
a rope barrier that starts the clock. 
The “header” lunges after the 
steer, roping the horns as soon as 
his horse closes the distance.

Hot behind, the “heeler” waits un­
til the header completes his rope and 
turns the steer broadside. The heeler 
gallops in and, with split-second tim­
ing, ropes both of the steer’s heels.

In ranch work, the steer then is 
ready for branding, vaccinating or 
other health procedures. In compe­
tition, the steer is freed, leaving the 
cowboys to assess their time. If the 
heeler has caught only one heel, five 
seconds are added to the time; if 
the header’s horse breaks its rope 
barrier, 10 seconds are added.

According to Back, roping is a pro­
gressive education. Headers usually 
haven’t worked on heeling while heel­
ers usually started out heading and 
honed their coordination and timing 
until able to rope galloping heels.

Back roped for a year before he edged

BoM taM irdatimsHp between horse wmd rider
with an instructor on awareness. 
Being aware of potential danger 
signals or signs can help prevent 
accidents. Working with someone 
who cares about horses and has 
experience can help you learn more 
about their behavior and habits. 
Horses can have natural behavior 
patterns and habits that are com­
mon. Each also has individual man­
nerisms that make it unique.

Concentrate on your horse first. 
Learn his habits and behaviors. 
Have your instructor talk to you 
about the things that frighten you. 
A good instructor can help you 
overcome problems between you 
and your horse. An objective per­
son can tell whether the problem 
is serious, a misunderstanding, or 
just a natural behavior that isn’t 
an intentional “crime.”

I am afraid of things, too. Some­
times it is a natural fear, other times confront an actual issue, and asking 
I am taught to be afraid. Forexample, for help when needed.
I am naturally afraid of snakes, but I Build your confidence up over
am taught to fear a riding crop. In time. Work with your horse on a daily 
my training I am taught a reason- basis getting to know him. Brush­
able fear. It is a form of respect. I ing. grooming, and even taking long 
respect what the crop can do, but I ------,” :,J ” ’
do not work under the fearof it “com-

following— competitors, state and - 198 team roping cowboys; Texas 
-.-------lists more than 11,500.
r.L______ 7 -r--o_____J In Jeam roping, the steer is held
weekend in every dusty pen and in a tight chute with a rope-wield- 

ing cowboy on either side. When 
the steer leaps forward, he breaks



a smile and a kind word. —

•Dressage ’Eventing
•Hunter/Jumper

Penmerryl Farm • P.O. Box 402 
Greenville, VA 24440

Guided trail rides, canoeing, and fishing are part of the 
fun at Penmerryl Equestrian Centre in Greenville.

Photo courtesy of Penmerryl

for an afternoon, take time to check 
out the farm’s Irish Draughts. —

lor and marketing manager, ex­
plained that besides horses, there 
isf’ r ■'
tnan visitor to Penmerryl. There is

-
"X.’; -

Chris Marrs 
to their staff as a 

licensed riding instructor. 
Beginner - Advanced 

Mountain Creek Stables 
Boarding -- Lessons 

Standing “Holy Script" 
Bay Quarter Horso Stallion 

Vickie Smith 
540/337-4585

!!

MOUNTAIN
CREEK 

STABLES 
Stuarts Draft 

welcomes

sport horse. When visiting 
Penmerryl, whelherovemight or just

exchanging partners, both head­
ers and heelers get as many 
chances at the roping money as 
they can find partners.

Like many of his Western counter­
parts, Back grew up with cowboy in 
his blood. His father, Charlie Back, 
came up jousting in Natural Chimneys 
tournaments. When he got some size, 
he lit out for Montana where he 
cowboyed for a few years. Back in 
Virginia, he rode forSilverbrook. His 
sons grew up on horseback, barrel

charge of the breeding program for 
the Draught horses. These large, 
even tempered horses are beautiful.

“They’re sane and sound.” Jim 
explained. “We have two stallions 
imported in June of 1996 that are 
registered Irish Draughts, and two 
registered mares.”

In a personal breeding program 
that plans to make Penmerryl Stud 
the number one farm for Irish 
Draught in North America, the herd 
at Penmerryl already boasts 15 
horses. Jim explained that the plan 
is to have stock for sale by next year.

Irish Draughts were “drafted" 
into the English army from Ireland 
during World War I, hence their un­
usual name. Officially recognized 
as a breed in 1917, Irish Draughts 
have a history of courage, agility, 
and sound temperament that ben­
efited numerous cavalry soldiers. 
Today this breed is used success­
fully in the hunt field, eventing (bold 
cross country jumpers) and as a

The Equestrian Centre 
at

Penmerryl Farm
Riding Lessons Available 

Novice to Intermediate Levels 
on Warmbloods, Thoroughbreds, 

and Irish Sport Horses
Penmerryl Fann also stands two 
of North America's finest regis­
tered Irish Draught Stallions

1-800-808-6617

ByCHRlS MARRS

GREENVILLE —- Horses can 
make or break a successful lesson 
program.

"The best lesson horses like 
people,” says Amy Chandler, in­
structor and trainer at Penmerryl 
Equestrian Centre in Greenville. 
Besides the instructor, lesson 
horses are the strength or weak­
ness of any lesson program.

Amy has a favorite horse named 
"Playboy.”

"He’s my Steady-Freddy," she 
says. “I wish I could clone him. He 
is the kind of horse that can be 
trusted with anyone."

Amy has been an instructor for 
10 years, but grew up riding 
horses. She rode ponies with her 
best friend, Beth Forbes, of 
Greenville. She recalls a “pony

she commuted to their farm every 
weekend to ride. In her senior year 
of high school, she went to Miami, 
Fla., with the Koenigs and rode up 
through Prix St.. George.

“I finally got burnt out,” Amy 
says. "I graduated and came back 
to Middleburg.”

From there, Amy went back to 
school. After a break, she started 
riding with Sally and Olin 
Armstrong in hunter/jumper.

“I had no toe point from loss of 
muscle from taking time off," Amy 
recalls. "But Olin put up with me. 
and I learned a lot from them."

Today, Amy is the instructor and 
trainer at Penmerryl Equestrian 
Centre. When asked what her fa­
vorite award in all her years of com­
petition was, she explained that 
while teaching at a kids’ Pony Club 
camp in Roanoke, camp partici-

By CHRIS MARRS

GREENVILLE—Penmerryl Farm 
of Greenville is a horse lover's para­
dise. Ken Pittkin, the owner, origi­
nally bought the farm for a summer 
home nine years ago. Today it is an 
equestrian resort, local facility open 
for both public and private use for 
horse shows and clinics, and breed- 
injtfarm for Irish Draughts. a unique 

breed of horses used by the military 
during World War I.

“I deal with different people ev­
ery day. I worry about that the 
most," she says. “If under as­
sessed, the student is bored;Jf 
over estimated, they risk injury."

Another important recommenda- 

for improving on safety is to

racing, pole bending, and hitting tlie 
local show circuit.

Back is a cowboy prodigal, how­
ever. When he outgrew horses, cross­
country motorcycle racing pulled him 
into a motorized world of competition. 
With the growth of team penning and 
roping in the Eash Back found him­
self seeking the familiar. He started 
team penning, decided he was too 
slow to just calf rope and got hooked 
on team roping.

When a cowboy gets serious 
about roping, he better find himself 
a good horse real fast Back’s four­
legged partner is a registered Ameri­
can quarter horse off a Michigan 
race track. “He’s got some thorough­
bred in him,” Back says of the 12- 
year-old 15.1-hand sprinter.

Back got him in Virginia, but the 
horse originally came from a ranch in 
Texas. “He’ll be good another eight 
or nine years if I use him wisely, and 
Josh can start on him, too.

“My dad didn’t like Slick at first; 
calledhimahigh-dollarhorse.buthe 
likes the horse now. That horse has

really earned his keep,” Back says.
“Slick’s a real good cow horse. 

He gets a little lazy now and then. 
I’ve just got this one horse, and if 
we have three days roping, come 
Sunday, he's a little wore out.”

Back is optimistic about 1997 
roping. He plans to stick to U.S. or 
national league ropings.

In an age of sophisticated sports 
psychology, this cowboy keeps 
one step ahead of his fast-moving 
dream. “I get slumps sometimes, but 
you just keep going, and you come 
back out,” he said.

He flicks some dust from his cham­
pionship hand-tooled saddle won at 
a roping contest in Kentucky.

“I really needed a new saddle; 
mine was wore out," he said of the 
award. An inscription on the 
saddle reads: “USTRC (United 
States Team Roping Competition) 
Champion Header."

“It all comes together,” Back 
philosophizes as he looks toward 
the next arena, the next steer, and 
the next coil of rope. —
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Greenville instructor brings horses, people together
tale” from those days.

"We were riding on a grassy area 
near the road. Beth’s house was 
up the hill. My pony ran into a 
barbed wire fence, and we were 
stuck there. We were too scared to 
tell Beth’s mom, so we stayed stuck 
there until her dad came home over 
an hour later. He got us out.”

Amy’s riding days started there. 
Out of that rough beginning came a 
career of riding that has taken her 
from Greenville to Middleburg, to 
Honda, and back to Greenville again.

Her riding career involved dres­
sage, eventing, hunter/jumpers, 
and lots of competition. Under the 
tutelage of Terry and Robin 
Koenig, Amy rode and competed 
in dressage on imported warm­
bloods. She was a working student 
and rode every day. When the 
Koenigs moved to Middleburg,

where I'm completely satisfied.” 
Amy says she does not feel the 
need to compete any more. 
Penmerryl, being a resort and not a 
competitive bam. comes closest to 
fulfilling Amy’s goal. Amy gives riding lessons to

Amy’s advice to student riders guests who stay at Penmerryl. Rid- 
is to join the Pony Club.

“I’m a firm believer in background. 
Pony Club gives a well-rounded edu­
cation,” she says. “It is important to 
leam the non-riding skills, too.”

community, Penmerryl offers rates for 
riders interested in using the facility 
for their own private training, clin­
ics, or horse shows.

Stallion manager James Lamb is in

°Back
Continued from page 20

“I’ve been offered a spot roping 
full-time for rodeo. But the money 
isn’t as good as in the roping 
leagues, and I’d have to leave 
home." With five-year-old son 
Josh at home, Back isn’t anxious 
to hit the rodeo trail yet.

Back ropes with different part­
ners. A roping is scheduled; 
cowboys arrive with their horses 
and pair up for the roping. By

pants presented her with a flower 
and certificate of appreciation at
the end of the week. “That meant a
lot to me." said Amy.

Other than horses. Amy also
likes to water ski. And her main --------
objective in life is to "find a place tion that Amy offers to other instruc-

“know the horses that you teach on. 
Make sure you have ridden or 
schooled them. Know their reactions 
to mistakes and environments.”

Amy gives riding lessons

ers come for tune-ups, training, and 
sometimes to fulfill a long set-aside 
dream. This summer will find Amy 
in the ring teaching, out on the cross 

______ ____ o____,__ country course riding, and in the 
Amy says that the most difficult lounge enjoying breaks with other 

part of being an instructor is the staff members. But no matter where 
quickness with which you have to she goes, Amy always has time for 
assess the rider.________________ a smile and a kind word. —

Greewille farm boasts equestrian facility in resort atmosphere
Penmerryl. Guests can stay in cab­
ins, which sleep up to eight people, 
or use the lodge which is set up 
like most hotels. Cabins feature 
bedrooms, baths, and full kitchen 
facilities. Included in overnight ac­
commodations is a continental 
breakfast and buffet lunch.

Riding lessons are provided in 
the English disciplines of hunter/ 
jumper, dressage, cross counlr>' 
Jumping, stadium jumping, and 
guided trail rides. Instructor Amy 

Angela Lin, the guest coordina- Chandler has years of experience 
.1 _______ v- - in competition and training. Stable

----------------- ’ : manager Studley Knopp is also an 
plenty to do for the non-eques- experienced equestrian. 
----------- ........... - ■ -re ■, Penmerryl boasts a beautiful cross 

a lake for fishing and canoeing, and country course, a sand ring for sta- 
a pool for swimming, tennis, and dium jumping, a dressage ring, and 
hiking trails. The center is located an indoor riding arena. For the local 
within close proximity to golf " ’ ~
courses and antique shops. 

Visitors are welcome to bring 
their own horses for training with a 
professional instructor or take les­
sons on horses provided by
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Saying grace 
By

Roy Howard

be asked to take off his shoes? All that was there was a bush 
in the desert. What makes it holy? God's presence? Yes, of 
course, the presence of the Holy One makes any place holy. 
In our time when so much of land is being covered with 
asphalt making space for consumer outlets and fewer people 
take the time to feel the ground on their naked feet, it’s at 
least worth noting that in this most significant encounter 
with God. creation itself is caught up in the event; not sim­
ply Moses but the whole created place. "Where you are 
standing is holy ground."

This story encourages the wildly wonderful possibility 
that the Holy One may break forth from any bush in any 
pasture at any time. Perhaps, when we least expect it we will 
hear that voice: “You are standing on holy ground.” Impos­
sible? Of course it's possible! Why not? There is nothing in 
Moses that made him an exceptional candidate for revela­
tion. Quite the contrary; he had committed murder in the 
heat of passion which is how he wound up tending Jethro's 
sheep. A task he was not especially suited for.

Any path can lead to a revelation on fire with the divine. 
Get on the path. The most ordinary bush can suddenly be 
burning bright beckoning you to look again at the wonders 
before you. The poet Gerard Manley Hopkins says it well: 
"The world is charged with the grandeur of God./It will flame 
out, like shining from shook foil.” We are members of God’s 
creation — earth, sky, water, all creatures.

Shssss! Stop what you are doing, get off the asphalt, 
go to the fields, the woods, the forest, the mountains, 
your back yard. Stand shoeless on the ground, bow down 
low. Look around. You are standing on holy ground. Lis­
ten. Who knows what revelations will occur? On holy 
ground is where God chooses to be revealed in signs and 
wonders. It happened once. It happens again and again. 
That alone is reason enough to preserve creation to bear 
the naked feet of generations to come. —

friend a little money. I often wonder if God doesn't 
have some very clever comedian helping him with the 
script for what we see going on around us down here!

But I try not to think about all those things too much. 
So many of my friends get up an hour early so that they 
can read the Washington Post from cover to cover before 
they go to work, just in case something important hap­
pened the day before which they missed. I am afraid I will 
never have that kind of drive!

Needless to say my interests are more in the direction of 
having a little fun in-between the days of hard work. At 
least in March we have St. Patrick’s Day and things really 
liven up then. On the streets it looks a lot like a green 
Halloween, and I have to admit that I am as guilty as 
anyone. What with parties going all day all over town, and 
especially at The Dubliner and The Irish Times. I joined 
everyone else in the wearing of the green. Needless to 
say, when I looked in my closet there was not a thing there 
that would do. Thank goodness for Filene's Basement — I 
got there just as they were having a half price sale on their 
already reduced and marked down things and found just 
the right dress for practically nothing. Fortunately, there 
was just enough credit left on my card for me to buy it.

This giroiuiJM d
We were out hiking on a path that meandered through 

forest trees showing the first budding signs of spring. The 
path cut across streams rushing with the latest rains, filling 
the woods with water songs. We stood in a clearing resting 
our eyes upon the distant mountains basked in sunlight 
under blue skies. Resting on a log, breathing in the beauty, 
my hiking buddy said. "This is a holy place." He didn't mean 
it in a sectarian religious sense. He meant AWE-FULL; that 
emotion that wells up in the presence of what is truly be­
yond description. As in "shhhhhh! Listen! Look!”

A broad-winged hawk circling across cloudless sky cast­
ing a keen eye for prey of the tiniest kind; an occasional deer 
leaping, racing away for dear life. Warblers singing joined 
with the knocking of the pileated woodpecker sounding 
through the tall trees and the constant chatter of the chicka­
dee. Holy is the only way to describe what we felt around 
us in this small corner of the forest on an early spring day. 
Everything was alive, teeming with the promise of new 
life, feeding us with hope simply by being in the presence 
of such created wonders. The community of creation felt 
whole that day, as it was meant to be in the original Gen­
esis design. We were living as members of the commu­
nity, not dominating or in isolation from it. but members 
walking on holy ground with respect and awe; thankful 
for the pleasures afforded two-legged, frail creatures of 
God. In fact, after such a long siege of winter, we were 
giddy with the pleasures of nature’s bounty.

"Helloooo. Mr. Hawk. Nice colors, you have! Good luck 
hunting. Mr. Woodpecker, does your beak ever hurt, and do 
you comb your hair that way just for us to enjoy? Can you 
laugh, please, just once like Woody Woodpecker? Little 
chickadee do you ever stop flitting around? River, river sing 
all day, sing us home, and sing us to bed.” We were being 
silly in God's creation, taking it all in as children — guests at 
a party. God's party where all is given, all is grace. All we 
wanted to do was enjoy it and preserve it for a time when our 
children would be walking with us.

Later I wondered about another day. perhaps in the spring, 
that may have begun in an ordinary way. A young man out 
working in the pastures taking care of his father-in-law's 
sheep. Maybe he was daydreaming or planning for his fu­
ture, or maybe he simply let the sheep graze toward new 
area. In any event, what Moses saw and heard that day was 
anything but ordinary. A fire blazing in a bush — not con­
suming it — and a voice that penetrated his soul: “Take off 
your sandals for you are standing on holy ground.” Among 
all the things that are startling about this event is the de­
scription of the place as holy ground. Why should Moses

Our boss took the staff to the University Club for lunch 
on the 17th. They always have Irish stew as a special, and 
the dining room there is so wonderful with the real napkins 
and tablecloths, and all the special service. After we 
finished that and managed to look like we were thinking 
about maybe doing some work, but not seriously, he told 
all of us to go and join our friends who were already 
beginning to party. I am so annoyed with Dylan that I 
decided to go with a few of my girl friends. It was a lot of 
fun. but I never have been able to stand the thought of 
green beer, so I went home much earlier and in much better 
condition than the rest of my crowd.

It was a wonderful and silly day and took our minds off 
how much who gave to whom and for what and who on 
the other side didn’t like it because they got less. Oh 
goodness, am I beginning to sound cynical?

I am glad that Mama enjoyed wearing the evening dress 
I sent. I still have not been able to catch her at home__I
wonder what would happen to her if all of the stores were 
to close at one time and she couldn’t go out to shop and 
have lunch and dinner! When you see her tell her I send 
my love and say hello and love to everyone else also.

Love, 
LuLu

By Roberta Hamlin
March, 1997 

Dear Maude, 
Today is such a glorious day here 

in Washington, (as long as one does 
not think about what is going on in 
the government,) that I just had to 
come out and sit in the park and write 
to you on my lunch break.

So far, this month has been more like April than March. 
All of those beautiful star magnolias have been in bloom 
for over two weeks, and the bulbs are all doing their best 
to out-shine one another. The way it looks now, by the 
time of the Cherry Blossom Festival all of those beautiful 
blossoms will be long gone. It is hard for the planners of 
the event to guess the date correctly each year, but even if 
they are a week off, the girls who come as princesses 
usually can get a glimpse of the blossoms at the Tidal 
Basin on one end or the other of their week here.

But this year, it looks as if those cherry trees were 
determined to bloom really early. It is such a pretty sight 
when they are at their peek that I hate that all the young 
girls coming in from all over the country can not see them. 
Spring in the city is usually early because of all the 
concrete to absorb the sun's warmth, and the shelter 
which the tall buildings offer the little areas of plantings, 
but even out in the suburbs everything is coming to life. I 
went to pick up some papers from one of the boss' partners 
the other afternoon, and when 1 got out of the car I could 
hear the spring peepers down along the banks of the stream 
which winds through that part of town. I stopped and just 
listened for a while. It was so wonderful to hear them. 
Everyone is hoping we will not have one last blast of 
terrible weather to ruin everything. It has been a really long 
winter and I am especially happy to have spring here.

But, of course, all of this warmth that brings smiles to 
almost every face one passes on the streets never seems 
to make its way through those impressive stone walls of 
Congress. In your last letter to me you asked if 1 thought 
there would be an investigation into the President's fund- 
raising/hospitality activities. To tell you the truth, I don’t 
know. Of course people are talking about that, but then, in 
Washington, there are always people talking about 
investigations. With the ratio of lawyers to ordinary folks 
in D.C. what it is, the lawyers have to have something to 
keep them busy when they are not fighting over the 
wording of some legislation dealing with money.

Investigations make great lunchtime conversation for 
visiting firemen from out of state, so whether or not one 
occurs, for a while we will use the possibility as 
grounds for debate. As I have said before, here in our 
Capitol, it all boils down to money. Everyone either 
wants to give or get it. And whether something is legal 
most often depends on which side one is on.

O1 course, all successful lobbyists are very careful to give 
to both parties in equal amounts, (however, an accusing 
party rarely will admit that. yes. they too did receive a 
contribution from so-and-so.) Regardless of what any of the 
politicians or special interest groups may say, they all are 
aware of those dollars when a bill is up for a vote.

When it comes to spending the night in the White 
House, I guess it might be interesting, but many, many 
of those successful (or pretending to be successful) 
people who deal in legislation have much nicer homes 
in better and safer settings around here than Pennsyl­
vania Avenue. And, from what we learned during the 
inauguration, it would be possible to spend incredible 
amounts to stay in some of the fancier hotels. Per­
haps the President was just trying to help save his
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bed is three or four feet wide and runs any­
where from 10 feet to the full length of the 
garden. Building raised beds accomplishes 
several things, all of which are apparently 
better for your garden crops.

★Warming effect — a raised bed of topsoil 
has more surface area and consequently 
gathers more sunlight in early spring. This 
warming effect (sometimes as much as 10 
degrees wanner than topsoil at ground level) 
causes the soil to dry out earlier and creates 
an ideal place to plant warmth-loving crops 
such as tomatoes, pumpkins, and cucumbers.

★Higher quality root crops — Since there

carrots. Radishes, beets, and turnips respond 
well to raised beds also.

★Better drainage — After a soaking rain, 
you don’t want to find your garden with 
standing water. Raised beds do not allow 
rainwater to sit on the soil and pack it down. 
The water drains off easily into the sur­
rounding walkways where it won’t do as 
much harm to the plants.

★Easier on your back — Since the work­
ing area of a raised bed is six to 10 inches 
above the spot where you are standing, there

By JEFF ISHEE_______________________

Nothing much happened in Middlebrook 
this week, except the bread man came by.

And then, of course, there was the sink­
hole that appeared on Va. 252 at the end of 
Bittersweet Lane. Whew! What a sudden and 
vast hole in the earth that could have easily 
swallowed up Mr. Decker's van — or Mrs. 
Clemmer’s car — or Mr. Heizer’s pickup. 
Maybe even all three at once! I stood un­
easily next to the black hole while several 
VDOT workers filled it with numerous, huge 
truckloads of massive rocks, gravel, and fi­
nally topsoil.

Peering down, I thought to myself 
“Hmmmph. Terra firma is not so firma today. 
Wonder how big Grand Caverns really is? 
Hmmmph.”

As I returned to the farmstead to do some 
work out in the gardens, the sight of an empty 
hole in the earth caused me to ponder some­
thing that I've been considering doing for 
quite awhile — lifting the soil to make raised 
beds. I contemplated, “Why in the world 
would anybody want to do something in the 
garden that requires even more shoveling?” 
After a little field work, I went inside for a 
glass of iced tea and started researching the 
concept of raised beds. Here’s what I found.

Raised garden beds are not a new con­
cept. The idea of shaping and elevating top­
soil in the garden has been proven over time. 
Terracing goes back centuries, but what we 
are talking about here is simply forming a 
bed of topsoil that lies about six to ten inches 
above the rest of the ground. Normally this

olLewis
Continuedfrom page 6

cousin and supervisor Thomas Lewis, 
susd John Madison who was not only the 
clerk of the Augusta County court but was 
Thomas Lewis’ brother-in-law. When 
Preston moved on to yet another county, 
Lewis’ next prodigy, his nephew Samuel 
Lewis, took over the Botetourt job.

Despite the fact that frontier county sur­
veyors moved in the best social circles, they 
did not live a life of ease. The sheer abun­
dance of land meant that they were in the 
field, traipsing across untamed wilderness

ors wo?k Tn ‘tim spring ^d*7alTYn orfe?to numbered about 40 men and as many 
avoid insects, snakes and obstructing foli- k *” “ 
age. Because of the workload, however.

as viable boundaries today. The dividing 
point between Maryland and West Virginia 
and the division between Rockingham

Building a simple and durable raised bed in 10 easy steps
1. Lay out an area 3 feet x 10 feet.
2. Work the soil at least a foot deep with a garden fork or tiller.
3. Incorporate two wheelbarrow loads of aged manure, composted leaves, 
or other organic matter.
4. Rake the well-mixed topsoil into the center of the bed.
5. Find three old railroad timbers and cut one into 3-foot lengths. Keep 
the other two ties full length. The black timbers really help heat up the 
soil in spring.
6. Lay the ties around your pile of topsoil in a rectangle. Fasten corners 
with spikes or scrap lumber.
7. Smooth the soil out. It will ba well below the top of the ties.
8. Shovel in additional topsoil from outside the ties. (This forms the new 
walkway). Bring the level of topsoil to two inches below upper edge of 
the ties.
9. Scoop out a sample of the dirt for a soil test. Use the results of this test 
to determine the fertility of your new bed.
10. Smooth out the top with a rake, and you are ready to plant

of land that Lewis first surveyed and then 
became involved in the selling end. Together 
with his colleagues, who were often his fam­
ily, he surveyed and was involved with land 
schemes along much of frontier including 
areas around the following rivers: New, Al­
legheny, Kanawah, Calf Pasture, Cow-pas­
ture, Greenbriar, Monongahela, and Jackson 
River. Not surprisingly, he also became a land­
holder in many of these same areas. He and 
his brother were the first owners of Hot 
Springs in Bath County.

His most important land, however, was in 
Rockingham County, just beyond the 
present-day county line near Port Republic 
along the Shenandoah River. Thomas Lewis 
married Jane Strother and in 1751 purchased 
478 acres from the Franciscos. This became 
the nucleus of the farm that became known 
as Lynnwood, after his mother’s maiden 
name of Lynn. Thomas and Jane raised 13 
children to adulthood at Lynnwood. The 
neighborhood was certainly a fashionable 
one for prominent Augustans (for this area 
was considered Augusta County until 1777 
when Rockingham was formed.) Across the 
Shenandoah River from the Lewis estate was 
Bogata, the farm of their brother-in-law the 
famous lawyer and statesman Gabriel Jones. 
Just up the road was the home of John Madi- 
son, the first clerk of the Augusta County 
court, and also Lewis’ brother-in-law.

As the years passed and the frontier was 
tamed, Lewis found himself in the field less 
and less. At the same time, the position of 
county surveyor had passed its zenith and, 
although still a position of prominence, was 
no longer the position of power that it once 
was. Lewis was Augusta’s only surveyor 
during the Colonial period. When 
Rockingham was formed in 1777, he became 
the new county’s surveyor and remained at

See SURVEYOR, page 24

County and Hardy County, West Virginia, 
for example, were part of the line surveyed 
by Lewis and company.

Lewis’ abbreviated journal of the trip is the 
only remaining primary source documenting 
the journey. He writes of horses perishing af­
ter plunging over rocks and down precipices, 
running out of water except for the fetid sup­
ply from bear wallows, and of hacking the 
way through thickets of laurel and ivy, the 
branches of which were “All Most as Obsti­
nate as if Composed of Iron.’’

Another memorable surveying job, al­
though far less dangerous, was launched in 
1747 when William Beverley hired Lewis to 
draw up a plan for Staunton at Beverley’s Mill 
Place. The result was a town with 44 half-acre 
lots, and the basis for Staunton’s downtown 
arrangement even 250 years later. Soon after 
the plat was drawn up, Beverley began to sell 
lots and Lewis, as his agent, helped.

Staunton was by no means the only tract
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Making a case for raised toedls in the garden

is a little less bending and stooping while 
you are planting, cultivating, fertilizing and 
harvesting. If you’ve got a sizable area to 
work, that seemingly small benefit is dramatic 
at the end of a long afternoon in the garden.

★Much less soil compaction —Since there 
is a walkway between the beds, people tend 
to slay off the growing area. This allows the 
soil to remain light and aerated, avoiding the 
tight and packed soil conditions which 

is more loose, friable topsoil in a raised bed, hin(jer healthy root growth. Some gardeners 
it is possible to grow longer and straighter buj|d raised beds with rigid borders such as 

boards, plastic panels, railroad ties or stones. 
If using lumber, it is recommended that you 
do not use pressure-treated boards for veg­
etable gardens. It is possible that the chemi­
cals in these boards could leach into the top­
soil and into your vegetables.

While requiring considerable work to 
build, raised beds offer many benefits that 
gardeners can readily discern. The sight of 
topsoil rising and expanding (not sinking) is 
a welcome spectacle to any gardener. —

on la perform came in 1746 when he was one 
of four surveyors chosen to lead (he crew 
selected to draw the Fairfax Line. The pur­
pose of the surveying expedition was to de­
termine the southwest boundary of the 
5,000,000-acre Northern Neck land grant 
owned by Lord Fairfax.

The group, which also included Thomas 
Jefferson’s father, Peter, began their plotting 
within the present-day boundaries of the 
Shenandoah National Park east of the Blue 
Ridge with the idea that they would take a 
straight course across two mountain ranges 
and intervening Valleys. Fifty-four days, 76 

for much of the year. Traditionally, survey- miles, and many hardships later the group,

horses, arrived at the headwaters of the 
_____________ Potomac in West Virginia. Much of the line 
Lewis spent the better part ofthe’year'in'the they marked OU1 of the wilderness remains 
field.From 1747 until 1769 he always had at “ "”4"” 'ru"
least four and sometimes five assistants.

Perhaps the most difficult job he was called
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that post until 1789,justaycarbe-

April 19, 1775 — The 
first engagement of 
the Revolutionary 

. War took place un­
Ji der clear crisp 

weather at Lexing­
ton-Concord.

April 23, 1885 
— Tire city of Den­
ver, Colo., was in 
the midst of a storm 
which produced 23

1

Each month Augusta Country 
will hold a drawing for a $20 gift 
certificate to a restaurant of the 
winner’s choice. All new subscrib­
ers will be eligible for this draw­
ing. Names of Augusta Country 
subscribers who recommended us 
to new subscribers will also be 
eligible for the drawing.

Subscriptions must be

inches of snow in 24 hours, and at 
Idaho Springs, Colo., produced 32 
inches of snow.

April 27,1988 — Mt. Washing­
ton. N.H., reported seven feet of 
snow in 10 
days, push­
ing its snow­
fall total for 
the month 
past the pre­
vious record 
of 89.3 inches 
set in 1975.—

instruments, a quill pen and a hun­
ger for land. “His role, therefore, 
was to be that of a statesman in the

Yesterday’s leather
Most newspapers include a 

weather forecast in each edition. 
But we try to be a little different at 
Augusta Country. We may not know 
what the weather will be like to- 

morrow, but we sure know what it 
was like yesterday.

April2,1975 — The northeast­
ern U.S. was in the 
grips of a severe 

k storm which pro- 
duced hurricane 
force winds along

before when she was just a scared 
puppy. Steak and ice cream were 
the last things she ever ate. That 
night as I lay unable to sleep be­
cause of her labored breathing, I 
prayed that she would soon have 
peace. I must have eventually

I woke it was to an unnatural si­
lence. I heard no labored breathing,

the coast, and two to three feet of 
snow in Maine and New Hamp­
shire. Winds atop Mt. Washington, 
N.H., gusted to 140 mph.

April 12, 1934 — Winds atop 
Mt. Washington, N.H., averaged 
186 mph for five minutes, with a 
peak gust of 231 mph, the highest 
wind speed ever clocked in the 
world.

in Greenbriar.
When rumblings of the American 

Revolution were heard, he repre­
sented Augusta at the state conven­
tions of 1775, and was a member of 
the committee that helped frame the 
state constitution, the first such 
document ever written by a free so­
ciety. He also traveled with his 
brother Andrew to Fort Pitt and ne­
gotiated with the Delaware Indians 
there. In 1788, Lewis was a member 
of the Virginia Federal Convention.

His reputation in the new coun­
try was widespread even if few 
people remember him today. He 
was elected a member of the board 
for the school that eventually be­
came Washington and Lee Univer­
sity, and his personal library was 
said to have been the largest in the 
west. In 1784 when George Wash­
ington was in the area, he stopped 
and spent two days at the Lewis 
farm. The two surveyors of 
Virginia's frontier spent time remi­
niscing, talking of surveying and 
of the potential for navigation on 
the Shenandoah River.

“Friendly news for friendly people” 
THE GREAT AUGUSTA 
COUNTRY GIVEAWAY!

$20 gift certificates — $100 in groceries
How to win:
1) SUBSCRIBE - That’s right. All you have to do is send us 
a check for $16 to start your subscription. Your name auto­
matically goes in the hat for our once-a-month drawing.
2) RECOMMEND US TO A FRIEND - Tell all your friends about 
Augusta Country. Share your copy of Augusta Country with 
them. Encourage them to subscribe and tell them to write 
your name on their subscription form when they subscribe.

ceived by April 10, 1997 to 
qualify for this drawing. AND, 
just to sweeten the pot, in May 
we’ll be drawing for a $ 100 gro­
cery gift certificate. All new sub­
scribers or friends who recom­
mended us to new subscribers 
will be eligible for this drawing.

So subscribe and win or recom­
mend us to a friend and win!

he lobbied for a string of frontier 
forts to protect the Great Valley. It 

mat post unm ■ ,ov. jusr a yea. ue- * said that he even peraonally su- 
fore his death. At the same time, *=,bu,ld'nB °f SU f
his world began to revolve more 
around Lynnwood and his life 
there. Land purchases over the 
years made the size of the farm 
nearly 2,000 acres. When he died 
he was the largest landholder in the 
county and the third largest slave 
holder. The elegant federal farm­
house that stands on Lynnwood 
today was not built until 1809, 
probably by Lewis* son, Charles. 
A small frame story-and-a-half 
house which stands just behind 
the house is remembered in family 
story to have been the house lived 
in by Thomas and his family al­
though it is hard to imagine a fam­
ily with 13 children fitting into such 
a structure!

During his later years, Thomas 
turned toward statesmanship even 
as his brothers and his sons were 
dashing off to become heroes in 
the military arena. During the 
French and Indian war, in many 
ways precipitated by the aggres­
sive land surveying that Lewis and 
others practiced in the western 
frontier, his brothers fought, while

Vfil-fflK ON THS OUTBIDS MffiNS
SMfflT VfiUJSS ON THS INSIDS! 
Another great Val-Pak is coming your may in Mayl

J^Qtch for tii® bright blue envelop® In your mall with great values from businesses 
u ® rile7-3: fim°QSSQdor Carpst Cleaners, Animal Health Care Center, Atlantic Universal 
Health Core, Augusta Country, Bookkeeping Management Systems, CFI1I Cable, Cl 

Puerto, Farm Fresh Meats, Josh's Paving, Mark 
Martin's Auto World, Medicine Shoppe, Merry 
Maids, MJ Design, Paoundc Chiropractic Life 
Center, Petal Pushers, Pets-N-Pals, Staunton 
Nissan Subaru Inc., Papa John’s Pizza, Shen- 
Valley Disposal, Steamatic, Subway, and 
Tiffany's Treasures.

ir- Jo

and so I rose to look for her. I found 
her laying on the dining room floor, 
very peaceful and natural, her brown 
eyes still wide open and, for the first 
time in days, her beautiful big ears 
were straight up and erect like a 
shepherd’s should be.

We buried her under a hem­
lock tree where she joined her 

departed, I drove ]e lhat iived just a few 
— '~ hpr seconds after birth and a fam­

ily cat who had passed away at 
the age of 17. Two years later, 
Ginny joined her under the 
hemlock, after finally succumb­
ing to her liver ailment.

What we have put there in that 
little patch of ground, though, are 
just the bodies of some very spe­
cial creatures. Their spirits carved 
out places in our hearts that can 
never die. Because of Misty's jour­
ney into our hearts, we can never 
be without a dog again. —

vation, but through his surveying s|ow|y

Churchville Tastee-Freeze and 
shared some vanilla ice cream with 

public service, a career less glam- her. just as we had done nine years 
orous but in no sense less impor- ' • • ----------- 1
tant than that of his famous broth­
ers," wrote Arey in his thesis.

Statesmanship must have run in his 
veins, however, and many of the de­
scendants from his 13 children have 
gone on to pursue prominent careers. pe~ace’ I must have eventually 
GeorgeRockinghamGilmerwasatwo- topped off to sleep, because when 
term governor of Georgia; John - ■ • ------- •—•
Francis Lewis wasa U.S. Senator from 
Virginia and twice lieutenant gover­
nor, and Lunsford Lomax Lewis was 
chief justice of the Virginia Supreme 
Court, just to name a few. Perhaps the 
most famous descendant is Charles 
Spittai Robb, a ninth generation de­
scendant, who became Virginia gov­
ernor and now serves as a U.S. Sena­
tor for the state. —
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When he died of cancer of the 
face on Jan. 31, 1790 at the age of 
73, Thomas Lewis left behind a ulal wcit  
settled Shenandoah Valley — one tjent]y while we talked to her and 
that he had helped personally take lted her Gjnny, who was already 
from an untamed frontier to a grow- at camp, jumped up in the car
ing cultural and commercial center. wj(h her mother and sat with her 

for long minutes.
When we c.r

„ j so as not to jostle her. On 
the way back, I stopped at the

shared some vanilla ice cream with

•Trip
Continued from page 17 

that were offered her and sat pa­
tiently while we talked to her and

from an untamed frontier to a grow- at camp, jumped up in the car

He did it not with guns and fight­
ing or even with plows and culti-


